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Dates for your diary 

●​ 7/6 Sammy Miller  
●​ 5/7 Bathampton (George Inn)  
●​ 2/8 Bull Inn (Near Henfield)  
●​ 6/9 Ypres Long Weekend 
●​ 4/10 TBC 
●​ 1/11 London/Brighton Veteran Car Run - Date to be confirmed 

 
Wednesday at the Adelaide now ONCE A MONTH Third Thursday of the month. 

 

 

Editor’s Comments 
Chris 

How we all doing in the heat wave and now not the heat wave, just a nice warm middle 
ground with less spikes would do me fine. 

I’m sitting in a hotel room as I type this having just driven back from Kielder Forest. Having 
travelled up from Lancaster and then turned right just before Gretna I criss crossed the 
border quite a few times but of course not getting anywhere close to the north as our two 
intrepid explorers do later on, and then back towards Hexham, Newcastle and the A1. Two 
thoughts were in my mind the whole time 1) Northumberland is stunning and 2) I wish I 
was on two wheel not four! I did have a part-time thought as well 3) isnt yorkshire boring 
and does it ever finish. I’m sorry if anyone hails from there im sure it’s very nice if you get 
off the main roads. 

For those who drop in on the adelaide from time to time please note the new 
arrangements until further notice.  

Wednesday at the Adelaide now ONCE A MONTH Third Thursday of the month. 
 
Jun 17th 
Jul 15th 
Aug 19th 
Sept 16th 
 
Chris 

Editor (for the summer) 
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Other Stuff 
 

Hayling Island Run 

In defiance of the weather forecast the Hayling Island run was on.The BBC 
had previously forecast rain in the week, but it turned out to be nice and dry, 
so I assumed they’d get it wrong again on Sunday.At first, I was right, and we 
met for the run at Fleet services.   Only a small group, Ian, John, Chris G, 
Steve L, Ryan, Heather and myself. 

So, after the usual coffee and chat we set off in dry conditions towards Alton. 

The ride down was uneventful and at Alton we picked up the A32 and carried 
on down past Loomies, at which Ryan peeled off as he had to attend a family 
event. 

Carry on South we were still enjoying nice weather and some lovely roads, 
But when we got to Wickham and turned to North Boarhunt, we run out of 
favour with the weather gods and the rain started. 

So when we eventually arrived at The Ship Inn we were all slightly damp and 
a little bit chilly as the temperature had dropped.  So we were rather glad 
when they (The Ship Inn) had tables available indoors for lunch.  Which was 
very nice indeed.   John had decided to go visit some relatives back in 
Boarhunt so would not join the rest of us for the ride back. 
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After lunch, I thought we’d take a slightly different route back to Billy’s café, 
but unfortunately the police had different ideas.   After Chichester, I’d 
planned to go up the A285 to Petworth, but shortly after passing the 
Goodwood estate, the police had totally closed the road due to a collision, so 
a quick U-turn and a slight deviation, we ended up back on the A27 and then 
on to the A29 and north, to Billy’s café. 

STILL IN THE RAIN…….. So, coffee and cake was the order of the day, for 
another warmup and dry off. 

From there we dispersed, Steve going South, Ian going West, whilst 
Heather, Chris and I carried on North on the A29.  STILL IN THE RAIN….   
And it wasn’t until we reached Surrey that the roads were dry and typically 
when we got home it apparently hadn’t rained all day !!!! 

So, I then spent the next hour & half washing all the muck of the bikes. 

              

(Part of the cleaning process needed on the bikes) 

Hopefully the weather goods will give us a better day on the next run, which 
is Sammy Millers Museum. 

 

Mick Wallace 

Club Captain  
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Other Stuff 
 
 
Southern Sporting Motorcycle Club.​
  
Please reply to this letter. 
 
On Saturday 23rd of September 2028. At the National Physical laboratory in 
Teddington.​
The club will be holding its 90th Anniversary.  
 
I do understand this is 28 months away. Lots of things could happen in that time, 
but I do need to know numbers. 
So if you feel you would like to come along please send an e mail to me. But also 
if you wish NOT to go please also e mail me this fact. 
john.masonoo1@btinternet.com 
If you pass this information to another party they also need to e mail me. 
Numbers are needed to work out how much food to sort out. I will endeavour to 
make sure there will be something for everyone.  
On January 2028 I will send a reminder to the people who said yes. With the cost 
per person and bank details to pay the money in. 
All transactions must be completed by the middle of April 2028. 
 
This invitation is for all members plus past members and old training scheme 
members. 
 
Best wishes to all. 
 
Chairman and President. 
 
John Mason. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6    

    



 

Other Stuff 
 

Mick & Ian do the NC500 

or 

Midges don’t swim 

 

So a while back, there was an article by two journalists (for ABR Magazine) 
in which they said they had completed the NC500 around Scotland in two 
days!! Somehow I find that hard to believe, unless of course you don’t want 
to stop, and don’t mind how many speeding tickets you get! 

Anyway Ian & I had discussed the idea of doing the NC500 for some time, 
and I finally took the plunge and set the wheels in motion. Ian put in for some 
holiday, whilst I just needed a permission slip from Mrs W, and while I was 
waiting for the return slip, I planned the route we’d take and book all the 
hotels that we’d stay at on our way round. Nothing fancy, or costly, but it had 
to have parking and preferably a restaurant be close to some good places to 
eat. 

So Day 1 saw us heading to Warwick services to meet up, and then it was 
onwards on the M40, M6 (Toll) and other than stopping at services to 
alleviate the aches and pains, and have a quick bite to eat, we stayed on the 
M6 until Carlisle, where our first overnight stop was the Premier Inn on the 
out skirts of Carlisle. The weather on the way up had been damp in places, 
but otherwise fairly good, but we were glad to stop after 311 miles! Thank 
God for cruise control. 

 

Day 2 saw us make our way to Inverness, with a stop at the Falkirk Wheel. 
This is basically a canal lock that takes a boat, and water, and rotates to do 
the same work of eight locks. A marvellous piece of engineering. 
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Off again, but we caught a little rain, but on route we found this amazing little 
café in Tomatin, off the A9, found purely by chance by Ian when he saw a 
sign just saying café, and rode off down a narrowing country lane, until we 
came upon it. Inverness was wet, and when I say wet, I mean jet ski wet, but 
our overnight parking was under cover, which was a big bonus, but already 
our bikes were filthy, which was beginning to make Ian uncomfortable. 
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Day 3, and we make our way up the A9, and the east coast, to Wick and 
John O’Groats. The roads now had started to turn into really enjoyable 
stretches, and the views were amazing. On route we crossed the Cromity 
Bridge, which with the sun shinning (it was a beautiful day) made a lovely 
scene, and as you carry on up the coast it just gets better. You can look 
across the green fields and see the oil rig platforms that are sitting in the 
middle of the estuary, like giant mechanical spiders trying to walk across the 
water. 
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We stop briefly at Brora, for a tea break, and start to notice how many bikers 
are on the same route as us. The route is already labelled as the NC500 
from Inverness, as the majority seem to believe that it’s the start and finish 
point of the NC500. I was told that it’s best to go anticlockwise on the 
NC500, as the pretty bit is on the west coast. We’d have to wait and see. 

Refreshed, we head on up to Wick, and the A99, which will ultimately take us 
up to John O’Groats. On our way we suddenly are confronted by a police 
car, with its blue lights on, forcing us to get to the edge of the road, and then 
we find a line of stationary vehicles, with another police car at the front, 
facing us, all lit up. We stop and get off the bikes, because we realise that 
coming down the hills towards us is a convoy of three lorries pulling behind 
them wind turbine blades of about 100 feet long (guess), with escort vehicles 
and police. We’d not long come through some very nice, but sharp bends 
before that point, and I’m glad I wasn’t having to escort that lot through them. 
Very impressive though. 

 

 

Now I’d done this part of route before, but in a car and in the dark, so it was 
nice to actually take in the views, but it’s very exposed, and not somewhere 
you’d want to be when the weather is against you. 
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Finally, we arrive at John O’Groats, and honestly the car park is full of bikers! 
It’s starting to feel like a motorcycle parade. 

Lunch at John O’Groats, plus a few pictures, and a long admiration of the 
view. It was still a lovely day, and the views are amazing. But now it’s off to 
Dunnet Head, and the light house, which is I believe the most northerly main 
land light house. To get there is by very narrow roads, and this was a taste of 
things to come. 
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Our overnight stop was at Thurso, and another Premier Inn. We had time for 
a walk around Thurso, and unfortunately where most people tell tales off 
picking up a nail or a screw in their tyre on trips, me I get a screw in my 
trainer, and into my heal. The only person to suffer a flat in his trainers !! The 
other unfortunate thing about Thurso is, having explored it, I can report that 
the best things about Thurso are the Tesco store and the Premier Inn.  

….TBC…. 

Day 5, 6 and 7 next month lest see if the west is best! Ed. 

 
 

 
 
 

Other Stuff 

TT  or  CBT 
 

🫖or ☕ 
 

It all sounds very motorcycle orientated but the Teatime Teaser (TT) or Coffee Break 

Teaser (CBT), dependent on your preference, is nothing more than some mild 

amusement while you sip on you chosen brew, and maybe enjoy a slice of 🍰. 
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NC500 quiz 

 

1. How long is the official NC500 route in total? 

●​ A) 488 miles 
●​ B) 516 miles 
●​ C) 526 miles  

2. Where does the route officially start and end? 

●​ A) John o' Groats 
●​ B) Ullapool 
●​ C) Inverness  

3. What is the name of the famous, steep, and winding mountain pass on the Applecross 
peninsula? 

●​ A) Bealach na Bà 
●​ B) Glencoe 
●​ C) Kylesku 

4. Which of these iconic castles features prominently on the east coast leg of the route, 
right near the sea? 

●​ A) Eilean Donan Castle 
●​ B) Dunrobin Castle 
●​ C) Urquhart Castle  

5. What does the "NC" in NC500 stand for? 

●​ A) North Coast 
●​ B) Northern Circuit 
●​ C) Nature Capital 

6. Which body of water is famous for a large sea cave on the north coast that you can 
explore on foot? 

●​ A) Loch Ness 
●​ B) Smoo Cave 
●​ C) Loch Maree 
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Third Wednesday of each Month from 8 pm in the Adelaide Public House, Teddington. 

Saturday Morning Breakfast Sam’s Cafe Nelson Road Whitton, watch out for 
Facebook and text updates for location changes when there's rugby on at Twickenham 

Stadium. 
 

24/7 We have a Club page, so please follow and make sure your views are heard. 
 

   SSMCC | Facebook 
 

Contact: This document comes out monthly and is restricted to club members. The FB 
pages are more promotional and open to a wider audience, so there may be more in this 

than we would share online. 
 

Membership Benefits: 
 

CBS Whitton gives a 10% discount 
 

The BMF (British Motorcycle Federation) affiliated membership is worth mentioning 
when you next ask for an insurance quote. 

 

2026 

 
Discount Code 

 

The code for Affiliated Club members is 
 

 
CLB26 WQR 

 
This code may be used by your members along with your club name to 

●​ Receive discounts on advanced tickets to all BMF rallies and events 
●​ Receive discounts on insurance 
●​ Receive other BMF benefits with our corporate members 

To ensure that your members get the most out of your affiliation to the BMF, please circulate this 
number to all your members as soon as possible 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/8085330049/?ref=bookmarks


 

Answer 
1.​ B) 516 miles - The route is a scenic 516-mile loop winding through the stunning 

northern Highlands of Scotland. 
2.​ C) Inverness - Often dubbed the "Capital of the Highlands," it is the standard 

starting and finishing point for the drive. 
3.​ A) Bealach na Bà - This famous single-track mountain pass features dramatic 

hairpin switchbacks and stunning views. 
4.​ B) Dunrobin Castle - Located just north of Golspie, this fairytale-like castle 

overlooks the North Sea. 
5.​ A) North Coast - It's the North Coast 500! 
6.​ B) Smoo Cave - Located near Durness, this incredible sea cave has a waterfall 

inside.  
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