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Dates for your diary 

●​ 19/4 Waterfront Café, Benson  
●​ 10/5 Hayling Island  
●​ 7/6 Sammy Miller - subject to events -  
●​ 5/7 Bathampton (George Inn)  
●​ 2/8 Bull Inn (Near Henfield)  
●​ 6/9 Ypres Long Weekend 
●​ 4/10 TBC 
●​ 1/11 London/Brighton Veteran Car Run - Date to be confirmed 

 

 

Editor’s Comments 
 

So I had a day off to use up some leave before the end of March and had booked a test 
ride having procrastinated on what new bike I was going to buy and when to pull the 
trigger.  

Having booked the hotel for Ypres it needed to be suitable for two up, sporty enough that 
without luggage it would be good on a sunday afternoon, comfy and reliable. Oh and if 
theyd take the ZZR off my hands at more than just loose change so much the better. 

I managed to get a rotten cold a few days before but this was my only window for a while 
so I dosed up with paracetamol and headed towards Mott Motorcycles in Basingstoke just 
as the drizzle started. Not a good start. But onward I went heading for a tracer 900 gt. 
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The 2025 model has a longer rear frame which gives a flatter more comfortable rear seat a 
little more room for the rider and the ability to mount a top box, Something yamaha didnt 
recommend on the prior model. Having ridden the old one it wasnt too much of a 
surprise, still so much more planted than the tracer 7 and if anything ergonomically felt 
better than the 2024 variant. So nice to be on a bike with a lot less leg bend. 

So my only modern bike was the tracer 7 but this was 2017 so nothing on that of any note, 
No tft screen, no rider options, no cruise control, no electric screen, and certainly no auto 
gearbox! So frankly I spent the start of the ride pressing the wrong button at the wrong 
time but after a while it all settled down and its a very easy bike to ride. Pulling over into a 
pub carpark for some slow manoeuvring you really don't miss the clutch, there must be 
some proper techy stuff going on down below but it all just works. 

After pulling back in and after a coffee to warm up they gave me a number for part ex on 
the ZZR and whilst it’s a fraction of what I paid for it and have spent on it since it made the 
sums stack against a 126 mile ex demo GT model so we agreed the add ons - Rad guard 
and top box and we might have it sorted for the Benson run.     

I'll miss the ZZR in a way but really it was a scratch to itch and wasn't a good buy, but move 
on make space and I look forward to picking up the tracer. 

 

Chris 

Editor (for the summer) 
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Other Stuff 
 

Pioneer Run 2026 

 

Well goodness gracious me, the first club run of the year and the weather is bright, sunny 
and dry! Is this a sign of things to come?  I do hope so. 

Meeting at Ryka’s on the day were John Mason, Steve Lockie, Ian Slater, Chris Gorth, 
Chris Osborne (with Karen as Pillion) Steve Pearce, Darren Mason, Heather and me. 
Darren unfortunately couldn’t come down on the run, but it was good to see him. 

Ryka’s was extremely busy on the day, not surprising as it was about the second 
weekend of the year when the sun had actually come out, so the place was heaving. 

Setting off, it was my usual route down to Cowfold, where we join the route of the Pioneer 
Run, and start following the old vintage motorcycles, and the clouds of smoke some of 
them produce. One of the issues with following the old bikes is that the route down to 
Shoreham has an awful lot of solid white road paint, and this greatly reduces the 
opportunities to overtake and make progress, especially when you have a group of bikes 
behind you. It also doesn’t help when you find at the head of a fairly lengthy queue of 
bikes and support vans, a motorcycle side-car combination, which is struggling to get up 
an incline, being pushed by the rider of another old bike, both of which must have been 
flat out at 20 mph! But at least I was out in the sunshine on my bike, so don’t complain. 
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We arrived at Brighton Airport (which is actually in Shoreham) and spent a short while 
admiring some of the bikes as they were herded into the ‘paddock’ area set out for them. 
It seemed this year that there were quite a few newer models also in the paddock. Stuff 
from the 40/50’s. I shall have to find out if they’ve changed the rules on entries. 

John decided he didn’t want to stay standing, and wandered off to find a place to sit, 
hence the picture of him impersonating a garden gnome sitting by a pond, only without a 
pond or a fishing rod. 

              

 

The ride from the airport to Billy’s, was a bit more eventful, in that Chris Osbourne and 
John Mason decided to go off route, and ‘went for it’ up the A27, and completely missed 
the turn off for the A283. So, when we arrived at Billy’s we were two bikes down. Not to 
worry, I’m sure that they’d turn up eventually. So a quick bite to eat, and the usual banter 
could commence, and sure enough the lost sheep did arrive, and no one took the micky 
at all! 

After lunch, and a chat with a young couple who were riding with a dog on her bike, we all 
made our separate ways home, and hopefully all who attended had a good day out. I 
know I enjoyed it. Hopefully the weather Gods will be as good to us on the next run, which 
is a short one to the Waterfront Café in Benson, in April.   

Mick Wallace 

Club Captain. 
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Other Stuff 

TT  or  CBT 
 

🫖or ☕ 
 

It all sounds very motorcycle orientated but the Teatime Teaser (TT) or Coffee Break 

Teaser (CBT), dependent on your preference, is nothing more than some mild 

amusement while you sip on you chosen brew, and maybe enjoy a slice of 🍰. 

 

 

 
1.​A motocross track consists of several jumps and obstacles. 

The mogul-like section of the track consisting of 10 or more 
tiny jumps in a row is call the what? 

2.​What was renowned racer Mr. Hailwood's first name? 
3.​What year was Valentino Rossi born 

a.​1978 
b.​1979 
c.​1980 
d.​1981 

4.​What company made the V-Force 700? 
5.​What was 2002 world champion Colin Edwards also known 

as? 
a.​Alabama Slammer 
b.​Housten rocket 
c.​Texas Tornado 
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Cartoon Corner 
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Wednesday evenings from 8 pm in the Adelaide Public House, Teddington. 

Saturday Morning Breakfast Sam’s Cafe Nelson Road Whitton, watch out for 
Facebook and text updates for location changes when there's rugby on at Twickenham 

Stadium. 
 

24/7 We have a Club page, so please follow and make sure your views are heard. 
 

   SSMCC | Facebook 
 

Contact: This document comes out monthly and is restricted to club members. The FB 
pages are more promotional and open to a wider audience, so there may be more in this 

than we would share online. 
 

Membership Benefits: 
 

CBS Whitton gives a 10% discount 
 

The BMF (British Motorcycle Federation) affiliated membership is worth mentioning 
when you next ask for an insurance quote. 

 

2026 

 
Discount Code 

 

The code for Affiliated Club members is 
 

 
CLB26 WQR 

 
This code may be used by your members along with your club name to 

●​ Receive discounts on advanced tickets to all BMF rallies and events 
●​ Receive discounts on insurance 
●​ Receive other BMF benefits with our corporate members 

To ensure that your members get the most out of your affiliation to the BMF, please circulate this 
number to all your members as soon as possible 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/8085330049/?ref=bookmarks


 

 
1.​ Whoops 
2.​ Although known to the world of motorcycling as "Mike the Bike," his full 

birth name was Stanley Michael Bailey Hailwood. 

3.​ 1979 

4.​ The V-force 700 is Kawasaki's largest sport quad and colours are green or 
orange. 

5.​ Colin Edwards was also known as the Texas tornado 
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