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Dates for your diary

Wednesday 5th April 2023 – Committee Meeting, The Adelaide, Teddington.

Sunday 16th April 2023 - Club Run The Ship Inn Hayling Island. Meet at Fleet Services 9.30 am.

Editor’s Comments
Hi All,

Lots to have a read of this month with the minutes from the AGM and some

articles from members.

Firstly an apology to Steve, during the handover of editorial duties last month his

article didn't get published in its full format. A step back in time – for more than

one reason, has been correctly included at the end of this month's contact. I only

attended a few trials, doing some observing for the club but have fond memories

of the events. One ride home also sticks in the memory when an unmarked police

car didn't take too kindly to a mildly spirited take away from the traffic lights at the

crooked billet in staines, suffice to say we were ‘all’ very apologetic when he

caught up and regret the incident wholeheartedly and condemn such actions as

wholly irresponsible, in our defence we were only making progress!

On the subject of editorial duties please now send Contact related content

to editor@ssmcc.co.uk or through any other member of the committee rather

than the enquiries address.

The other articles this month have a blend of current and historic with reports

from some recent trips and some Isleworth Town School Nostalgia courtesy of

Alan.

Anyway, keep safe and well and hopefully catch up with some of you at our regular

venues and future club runs or events.

Editor

Chris

3

mailto:enquiries@ssmcc.co.uk


Other Stuff

The Southern Sporting Motor Cycle Club
Minutes of the February 2023 AGM (84th)

Held at “The Adelaide”, 57 Park Road, Teddington, Middlesex on Wednesday 15 February 2023

The records show 5 Honorary, 8 full members being present at the start of the meeting, with 1
proxy vote given by absent member.

Apologies were received from Chris Booker, Richard Barnett, Chris Fraser, Steve Lockie, Andy
Ratnayake & Carolyn Wood.

The meeting started at 8.05pm
Chris Gorth, Chairman, asked the Club President (John Mason) to open the meeting. John
welcomed and thanked those present for coming and that enough had turned out to make the
meeting quorate. He hopes that there will be the ability to go on club runs this year

He then passed the running of the meeting back over to the Chairman Chris Gorth.

Minutes of the 2022 AGM
The minutes of the 2022 AGM, produced and proposed by Heather Wallace. There were no
matters arising from these minutes. The minutes were then seconded by Mick Wallace.

The minutes were accepted without dissent.

The Chairman advised that members could use the voting slip to make their nominations for the
Road Safety Award and Enthusiasts Cup which would be presented later.

Enthusiast’s Cup: Darren Mason, Ian Slater, Heather Wallace
The Road Safety Award: Steve Pearce, Mick Wallace, Chris Gorth

Honorary Treasurer’s Report

As Chris Booker was on holiday the Treasurers report was given by Rob Wood who had audited
the accounts for 2022 and presented the balance sheets.

The club deposit account had started to earn more interest £2.01 as interest rates improved, but
also Chris B has transferred £2000 from the club current account into the deposit account.

The current account spread sheet shows that only the social event (Xmas dinner) produced a
lose, but that is expected as the club contributes to the over cost of the event.

Rob Wood also updated those present about the work he had done with the training scheme
accounts, as at the last AGM he highlighted, as there had not been any accounts done for 2018,
there was no record as to how some money (£1400) given by the club to the scheme had been
used. There was no thought that there was any misuse but as the auditor he wanted to try and
search for an explanation.
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Chris B had provided the bank statement for the training scheme that had been passed to him
by the last training scheme organiser when the scheme closed in 2017. Rob advised that he
had reconstructed the 2017 scheme balance sheet, as there had been a cheque raised for
liability insurance which had not actually be sent in for 2018, but had been accounted for in the
2017 balance sheet. Along with this were some out goings in 2018 eg garage hire, which
continued until all the bikes had been sold. both 2020 & 2021, and that the reports had been
provided to the membership. The money accrued from the bike sales was paid directly into the
club account but were ‘earmarked’ as schemes.

Rob advised that the restricted accounts could not be considered as fully audited as the records
available do not fully support categorisation of expenditure, but were a best guess. However the
restructured records should be considered as materially correct.

Rob proposed the accounts and Ian Slater seconded them. All agreed.

In Chris B’s absence, Ian also confirmed that Chris B had changed the signatories on the
account. Rob had been removed and only Chris B and Ian remained.

Honorary General Secretary’s Report

Ian Slater’s report appeared in Contact - The SSMCC activities started to get back to normal
during 2022, with plenty of club runs and a few events taking place. Thank you to rest of my
committee members for sticking with it and organising those events and for all those members
who took the time to join in. We have renewed our membership to the BMF for 2023 and
maintain links with the ACU, although the ACU has had to go through a re-structuring process,
which has revolved around centralising various elements, including the membership process.
At time of writing this report, Membership currently stands at 13 Hon, 24 Full & 3 Associate
Members.

Ian Slater Honorary General Secretary

Ian advised at the meeting that membership stop at 41, 13 Honorary, 25 Full, and 3 associates.
5 member had not renewed

A question had been asked about the BMF & ACU subscription. Ian advised that BMF
membership gave club members some indemnity insurance whilst out as a group on club runs
and maintaining links to the South East ACU, which is £10 per annum for the club, allowed club
members to be involved in applications for motorcycle events, eg racing or off road trials. Ian
also advised that the club currently was able to take advantage of free ACU membership
because we had less than 50 members in total.

Ian Slater proposed his report which was seconded by John Mason and accepted without
dissent.

Honorary Club Captain’s Report

Mick Wallace apologised that there had been very few club runs, due to COVID and/or weather
but he was already planning diary dates which would be published soon.

The first run of the year would be to the Water Front Café at Benson on 12 March, as the
Pioneer run has been moved to later in the year.

It as also hoped that a run to see Rob & Carolyn Wood in Sidmouth would be one for this year.

5



Steve Pearce asked if there would be any European trips this year. Mick advised that one had
already been planned for early July, which some members are already joining him on.

Anne Byard asked if it was possible to arrange for different cafes visits to be used for the
Saturday morning breakfast club. She said it had been nice to go somewhere different whilst
Sam’s and the other cafes normally used had been closed through the summer.

Chris Gorth reminded members that if they had any suggestions for club runs, they should send
them to Mick.

There were no questions so Mick proposed his report which was seconded by Ian and accepted
without dissent.

Honorary Social Secretary’s Report

Heather Wallace apologised that there had been no social events in 2022 other than the
Summer BBQ at South Wonston and the Xmas dinner at the Adelaide, although that was not for
the want of sending some proposed events out e.g. Bowling. It was just that so few people
showed any interest, there seemed little point in going ahead with them. Those that attended
the BBQ did enjoy themselves, as was the same for the Xmas dinner. It does however have to
be taken into account that several people who would normally have attended have moved out of
the area.

If anyone has thoughts about something to do that would be enjoyed, Heather is happy to
consider them.

Those that attended Xmas dinner, held at the Adelaide Pub in Teddington, our normal
Wednesday night haunt, all agreed it should be considered for 2023.

Anne & Graham Byard offered their garden for the Summer BBQ, although Ian & Amoret had
also said that their garden could be used again. Darren Mason also said that he would be
having a summer BBQ at some stage too, to which members were more than welcome to
attend. Heather thanked everyone for their offers, and would agree some dates. As Anne &
Graham (Wraysbury) had offered, and Ian & Amoret had hosted last year, it seems only fair to
take up Anne & Grahams offer, but they would prefer a Saturday afternoon to a Sunday.
Heather would liaise with them on dates.

John Mason also advised that he was already planning a route for a road trial, which would be
most welcome, and generally enjoyed by those who took part. Heather would liaise with John as
to suitable dates.

Heather said she would try and get some social evenings in the diary.

Heather proposed her report which was seconded by Chris Gorth and accepted without dissent.

Honorary Public Relations Officer’s Report

Steve Pearce had presented his report via Contact, it read

The last 12 months has been quiet in the PRO front as expected. Only advertising for the club
is via the website, and as stated last year, we had an issue which I didn’t know how to solve -
which has now, thankfully, been fixed. Also as stated, I have limited time, due work, which
makes instant updates and amendments to the website difficult. It has only been last month
that I have been able to catch-up loading Contact onto the Members area of the site.
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The website in the last 12 months (December to December) had 400 hits on the home page.
Only 75 hits on the About the club and 55 on the Contact Us page - the most communication we
have received has been spam - and automatically deleted.

I think the question must be, what do we want to promote about the club? What would entice
people to want to come along and then join?

At last month’s Committee meeting and in this month’s Contact I suggested that I update the
sites photo gallery and title events which are published in Contact. If someone is happy for
their picture in Contact, would it be OK on the website? Or do we want the website? We
have lost the Google pages (linked to the Scheme) - we can reinstate it - but that would have to
either be a location, that is not a committee members address. (Perhaps The Adelaide would
help with that?)

If you search Google for Motorcycle clubs in Teddington - we appear in Yell - at The Adelaide,
and we are in position 2 for the About Us page on the website returns. As stated in previous
reports - I have a busy work life and the working day often eats into early even, just like all of us
- but the knock-on effect is that I do not have the time to devote to the club as I would like.

Also, another factor is living over 60 miles away from the committee is not the easiest thing as to
attend a committee meeting that takes a minimum of 3 hours commuting (a lot longer when they
close the roads in the evenings) - technology has certainly helped with not needing to be at all
committee meetings - but as you know it’s not the same. Steve Pearce proposed, Heather
seconded.

Steve thanked Rob for his help in updating the website which resulted in the unknown issue
being resolved, but also for the moving of the site on to a new user platform, as the original
company advised at fairly short notice that they would be ‘turning off’ the platform we were
using. Russell Sommer also extended his gratitude in the several hours it took to do this,
particularly as he had not been available to assist. Russell is going to send the full club domain
details to Rob to hold in case of any emergency.

In relation to the question about posting photos on to the website, Russell suggested that an
email get sent to all members prior to any events, saying that photos would be taken at club
events, and unless a member makes it known that they do not want their image to appear on the
website, then it would be considered as ‘accepted practice’ for the photo to be used.

Honorary Editor’s Report

The Secretary, Ian, had continued to provide a ‘Contact’ each month as nobody else had come
forward to take on the role. He apologised for it being very much reduced that other editors had
provided, but at least something was going out to the members.

Rob thanked Ian for his continued publishing of Contact, which was mimicked by everyone else.
He intimated that someone had agreed to take on the role, going forward.

Report proposed by Ian Slater, seconded by Chris G. Accepted without dissent.

Award Voting

Chris Gorth advised that the voting for the 2 awards that where due to be awarded needed to be
completed and the voting slips collected. A volunteer from the floor was asked for and Heather
Wallace & Rob Wood agreed
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Chris Gorth then announced a short break in proceedings for refreshments and vote
collection/counting.

The meeting was restarted by Chris Gorth and the first item of business was to request
permission from the floor that upon completion of the AGM, all voting slips could be destroyed.
This was seconded by Heather and accepted without dissent.

Motions

Chris Gorth handed over to the Hon General Secretary Ian Slater for this item. Ian explained that
2 motions had been submitted.

The Secretary, then read out the first motion submitted by John Mason.

Motion 1;
John proposal was to do with Honorary Membership. He suggested that “Anyone who has
done 25 years non stop (consecutive years) membership or who had built up 25 years
membership over a period of time should be automatically given Honorary Membership”

This generated a discussion. Historically honorary membership was decided by the committee
based on what a person had ‘given’ to the club/training scheme over the years of their
membership. It was not just given based on someone having paid to be a member over 25
years. There were several members who paid each year but never actually appeared at
anything or put their time into anything club or scheme related.

Steve P asked who would go back through the club records to determine who had been a
member for 25 years or more. John, having been a member for over 40 years, suggested that
‘he would know’ , but it was felt that this could not be used as the benchmark of honorary
membership and more work than that would have to be done. John said that he would be
prepared to do this work.

It was also muted that if more members were made honorary members, the clubs income would
reduce.

The motion was voted on, and there were 12 FORs and 1 abstained, but the FORs only agreed
if the work was put in, to do the historic checks.

Motion 2;
Submitted by Robert Wood. "Subject to approval of the restated 2017 and 2018 Training scheme
accounts at the AGM, that the Hon Treasurer is given permission to securely destroy all Training
Scheme records in his possession at the end of 2023 as this will represent 5 years from the
closure of the Training Scheme and therefore completes the period these records may have
been needed for historical HMRC investigations and the like."

Russell said that some caution had to be given, as the club could only dispose of records
containing past pupils personal information, and not the financial records which needed to be
kept for 7 years.
Rob confirmed that it was these personal records that were to be destroyed and not any financial
history.

Steve P asked if there would be any liability issues with destroying records. It was agreed that
because CBT certificates were only valid for 2 years, and that the DVLA were the historians for
any CBT records, that the club destroying non financial records would not create an issue.

The motion was voted on an AGREED by all.
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The club rules need to updated. Rob Wood will action.

POST MEETING NOTE – Rule 14b has been updated.

Nominations

The Secretary advised that Nominations had appeared in Contact and Chris Osborne has put
himself forward for Editor.

Resignation of the 2022/23 Club Committee & Election of the 2023/24 Club Committee

Chris Gorth informed the meeting that the next item on the agenda was the resignation of the
2022 Club Committee & Delegates.

He passed the meeting to Ian Slater to explain the process. Ian Slater explained that a number
of posts only had one nomination and therefore those members would be duly elected for 23/24
on block. But, the place of Editor was to be filled by Chris Osborne. Members agreed without
dissent.

Ian Slater then said that the 22/23 Committee was duly resigned and the 23/24 Committee
elected and welcomed those people. These were:

President John Mason
Vice Presidents (3) Ian Slater, Robert Wood, Mick Wallace
*Chairman Chris Gorth
*General Secretary Ian Slater
*Treasurer Chris Booker
*Social Secretary Heather Wallace
*Club Captain Mick Wallace
*Editor Chris Osborne
*Public Relations Officer Steve Pearce
Auditor – Club Rob Wood
BMF Liaison Officer Ian Slater
Minutes Secretary Heather Wallace

This left the following roles unfilled:

ACU Centre Board Delegates (2)

Ian Slater then passed control of the meeting back to Chris Gorth

Award Presentations

Chris Gorth said the next item of business was the annual Club awards and asked John Mason
to do the honours. The winners’ list was:

Enthusiasts Cup Darren Mason
Road Safety Award Steve Pearce
Bateman Cup Richard Barnett (July Contact article)
Photographic Award Ian Slater
Training Scheme Supporters Shield Not awarded
Darts Trophy No tournament
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Trevor Smith Award Mick Wallace (for arranging impromptu
rides)
Pritchard Trophy Ian Slater (for keeping Contact going)
Lynmouth Trophy Sharon Roberts (for a picture taken of Isle of

Wight model village with Steve & Mike R –
June Contact)

Gibber Award Chris Gorth
Twisted Spanner Award Scott Pearce

The Twisted Spanner award had not been returned by Chris Stock who had been awarded it last
year. He would be contacted to retrieve it.

Any Other Business

Chris Gorth said he would allow items of AOB if members had them.

Rob suggested that those who had been awarded trophies should try and clean them. Mick said
that this may not be as easy as it sounded to get them looking really good as they really needed
silver dipping. Best efforts could be made though.

Darren Mason wanted to thank everyone for their support over the last year. He had not had a
good Xmas/New Year in 21/22, but the friendships he has through the club, really helped him.

Meeting closed at 9:35pm

Other Stuff….
Nostalgia - Alan Totten

Isleworth Town School one Saturday afternoon
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February’s Contact contained some interesting history about Club members and their time at
the Training Scheme. My name headed the list and I am writing this piece on the anniversary of
the test I successfully completed on 4th March 1967 when I was 16 years and three months old
(not quite correct by a few months but who’s counting). I have to say that seeing this
information did make my mind wander back to those times some 56 years ago.

It all started when I was due to go to Isleworth Polytechnic on leaving school to do further
study. My parents decided that I would need some transport to get to and from ‘the poly’ and
so offered to buy me a scooter or motorcycle. I plumped for a motorbike and soon after my 16th

birthday took delivery of a red Honda 90 from Wyman’s of Feltham. This was on a Saturday
afternoon and after a couple of hours of training in a back road by the shop was sent on my
way back to Bedfont. I was somewhat nervous to say the least! Sunday was spent getting
more relaxed riding the quieter streets around my home.

Some while after my first riding experiences, Dad showed me some information about a
motorcycle training scheme run by the Royal Automobile Club and called the RAC/A-CU
Training Scheme (we really had no idea what the A-CU was). Dad thought it would be a good
idea, as did I, to take some training and there was a branch of the scheme operating in
Isleworth. I was enrolled for the January scheme of 1967. Ken Stone signed me up before he
handed off responsibility for the scheme.

I arrived at Isleworth Town School to see a whole host of people on bike of all sizes. I was
greeted by John Palmer clad in a full set of leathers. It turned out the John did the paperwork
and Dave Marshall was the boss or, as he was called, the Organiser. Dave had taken over from
Ken Stone and I think this was his first scheme under his management. The paperwork
completed, we were given the introductory chat by Dave and then sent off to meet our
instructors for the day. Needles to say I cannot remember any of the names of the instructors
that looked after me. I did speak with John Mason who checked in John Palmer’s record book
and some of the instructor’s present on my first day were Bob Bartholomew, Bill Carter, Danny
Hoard, John Littleton, and Mike Pratt.

Having been allocated to an instructor we commenced some practical riding skills which I am
sure most, if not all, of you will remember. The slalom between metal poles held in place by
concrete stands. The figure 8 in a rectangle of old fire hoses. The slow riding exercise with the
instructor walking slowly at your side. Finally, the emergency stop. It was then on to the
simulated road layout. There all round the playground were the old fire hoses marking out the
internal road circuit. Prove you could do this well and you were going to be allowed on the
public highway. I get ahead of myself because before we went on the road the afternoon of
practical work was over and it was back into the classroom for a lecture. I can’t remember
what the subject of the first lecture but over the weeks we learnt about the internal combustion
engine, gearboxes, clutches, brakes and electrics. I will always remember the four-stroke
engine cycle – suck, squeeze, bang and blow. Couldn’t be simpler. There was also a couple of
lectures on The Highway Code and Roadcraft.

So, for seven weeks we did the slow riding exercises, classroom work and the road. Ah yes,
the road. By the time it came to the test on week eight we knew the roads around Isleworth
Town School like the backs of our hands! Amhurst Gardens, Teesdale Avenue, Teesdale
Gardens and the Twickenham Road. The residents were very understanding of these bikes
going round and round their neighbourhood – thankfully! Then there was the Test Circuit. A
figure of eight which included all the roads previously mentioned and the London Road and
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Syon Lane. Syon Lane was a road with an upward slope which was where we were expected
to demonstrate our skills moving off from a standstill on a hill or better known as the hill start.
Probably the most bizarre part of the actual test was the emergency stop. A couple of
instructors were sent out to the Test Circuit where they would hide behind a car and jump out
when the pupil under test approached. Surprisingly, we didn’t lose any instructors that way!

The test was made up of four parts: Highway Code, maintenance, slow riding and the Test
Circuit. The examiners were instructors from other local training schemes. It was all very
friendly and John Palmer co-ordinated the whole afternoon making sure we all did every aspect
of the test. When it was all over the examiners disappeared into the classroom. After a short
while Dave Marshall and John Palmer were called in. Then John came out and asked one or
two pupils (I can’t remember how many) to come into the classroom – all very ominous. Those
of us that were left were eventually all called into the classroom together. The chairman of the
examiners told us that, unless we had already been spoken to, we had passed and offered
congratulations. Each of the examiners were then called on to say a few words about their part
of the test but I guess we weren’t listening by then! Finally, Dave Marshall congratulated us
before we were presented with a proficiency badge which I wore on by Barber jacket for the
rest of my motorcycling career.

A few months after the test a letter arrived from John Palmer inviting me to attend the Southern
Sporting Motor Cycle Club’s HQ at The County Arms in Hounslow to receive a Proficiency
Certificate. That evening all those from the course I was on attended and were presented with
their certificate by the Club’s Chairman Ralph Bower. That evening was the start of my long
involvement with the Club and training scheme. Amazing how my Dad finding out about the
training scheme some fifty plus years ago, changed the course of my life.

One of the Scheme’s motorcycles available for pupils to use
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Other Stuff cont….

So, in February we paid a little visit the Excel Bike show again this year. Some great stands, with
the usual manufacturers being there - it was the busiest event I’ve ever seen there.

They had taken out a centre part of
the venue for various racers to take
bikes down the only indoor Sprint
track – It was OK, more noise than
go to be honest – although some
impressive times – but then they
did take bikes from Peter Hickmans
race bike to a Triumph Adventure
bike to an Electric Bike and a Royal
Enfield Himalayan – with built in
flame throwers.

The Drag Strip – you could see more
on the “big Screen” lots of noise
“warming up” the engines – well,
the noisy bikes anyway – the quiet
ones evidently didn’t need warming
up – if you know what I mean.

The 4 to 6 deep crowd around the
barriers had the quickest of
glimpses of the bikes as they rode
past. More sedate on the return
journey to the “pits”.
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Plenty of stalls around – so plenty to
see – although a noticeable lack of
smaller stands selling tools and odds
and sods, perhaps they have been
priced out of the venue?

With tickets at a pre purchase price of
£22 (£25 on the day) and car parking at
£25 for the day – even though it only
takes a few hours to go around the
whole event does make for an

expensive day out. If you go on the bike you can park for free – however – you are limited to
what you can purchase – and it was a very cold day…

The next bike show I’m off to is the Peterborough Bike Show. This has been held at the East of
England showground for many years, think the last time I went there was on my CX500 so we
are talking mid / late 80’s! (careful how you answer that!)

I believe it is to be the last bike show there due to the show ground being sold off for
development – no surprise there then.

If you would like to join us, we are staying at the Bull Hotel, Westgate, Peterborough, PE1 1RB. We
arrive on Friday 12th show on Saturday 13th – and home on Sunday 14th – if you want to join us. We are
eating out on the Friday and Saturday – so, only Bed and Breakfast.

** Us being a group of friends having a week in Wales finishing off coming home the long way via the
bike show, if you want a week away in Premier Inn’s in Wales – give me a shout and I can let you know
our plans.

About the show: https://www.mcnfestival.com/
Tickets: https://mcnfestival.seetickets.com/content/ticket-options

Steve Pearce.
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Other Stuff cont….

Club Run to The Waterfront Café, Benson

So we’ve managed to get the new season of Club Runs off to a good start. I
had warned that the run might have to be cancelled by the sudden change
in the weather (5 days before we had snow!), but luckily the weather
improved. So some of us met up at Runnymede for a short run to Benson. I
had decided to do a short run as the first one, as some haven’t ridden since
last year !

We also had the treat of having Snowy turn out on his 1963 Vellocette.
Trust me when I say you don’t have to check your mirrors to know whether
or not he’s still following, you can feel his presence !

The ride out was happily uneventful, and we managed to collect one of our
newest members (Ryan) on the way, as he lives just off the route. The
Waterfront Café has been visited by us a couple of times, and it doesn’t
disappoint. Nice food, and good location, and I’m sure we’ll be back again.

So after a very nice brunch, we all made our way home, some directly.

Anyway I hope that more can join us on the next run. Watch for details in
your emails.

Mick Wallace
Club Capt
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Other Stuff cont….

TT or CBT

🫖or☕

It all sounds very motorcycle orientated but the Teatime Teaser (TT) or Coffee Break Teaser

(CBT), dependent on your preference, is nothing more than some mild amusement while you sip

on you chosen brew, and maybe enjoy a slice of🍰.

The months Teaser is: Speed

No not the action based movie about a bomb and a bus, the 1994 American action

film directed by Jan de Bont in his feature film directorial debut…..and no nothing

to do with breaking the limit…..

Q1: Whats faster the Metropolitan tube line or an RXS 100 (A red one cos

everyone knows the red ones were faster)?

Q2: The first motorcycle manufacturer to break 100 mph on British soil?

Q3: Whilst Germany has sections of motorway without a speed limit there is a

recommended maximum. Is it 130 kph 140 kph or 150 kph?

Q4: Name the Bike?

Q5: What bike was the fastest production bike at the turn of the century?

(1999/2000)

(Answers at the end)

How one lady got out of a speeding ticket.
A Policeman recently stopped a woman for exceeding the posted speed
limit. He asked the driver her name.

She said, "I'm Mrs. Ladislav Abdulkhashim Zybkcicraznovskaya from the
Republic of Uzbekistan visiting my daughter in Tallahassee."

The cop put away his book and pen, and said, "Well... OK... but don't let me
catch you speeding again."😆
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The John Surtees Motorcycling Book - Quote of the month

So whilst clearing out my late Dads flat I came across The John Surtees’ Motor- Cycling Book,

awarded to him as a Merit Prize from The Abbotsford County Secondary School For Boys. He was

never a biker but clearly I was interested to have a read. 15 shillings its says, whatever that is!

‘It would be foolish to attempt to gloss over that
motorcycling has its critics….you will have read many
letters alleging all motorcyclists are ill mannered
irresponsible and noisy and jointly with dogs the cause of
most accidents…. of course these letter writers know
nothing of the skill, courtesy and camaraderie which real
road users know to be the hall-marks of good motorcyclists’

so not much has changed since 1961 still talking about exhaust
noise and modifications and accidents!

Speed Teaser Answers:

Q1: A red RXS of course 75mph/120 kph vs the tube at 62mph/100kph
Q2: On 28th April 1921, a Harley Davidson CA13 registered 100.76mph along the Straight at
Brooklands, the first motorcycle to reach 100mph on British soil.
Q3: 130 kph

Q4: Yamaha RD350LC

Q5: Suzuki Hayabusa
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A step back in time – for more than one reason.

Sunday 29th Jan, an early departure from the Pearce household, well, it was for a
Sunday, heading north to Hungry Hill, Aldershot for the well-known and respected
Talmag Trial.

For those that don’t know it is an Off Road Trial competed on bikes built
pre-1965, with various groups within:

(1) Under 300cc solo machines
(2) Over 300cc machines - no rear suspension
(3) Over 300cc machines - with rear suspension
(4) Open Class – any eligible machine of any capacity. A more
challenging route (5) Solo Girder Fork machines
(6) Solo Clubman Class - any rider on any eligible solo machine. Non award

winning basis.
(7) Any rider 65 years or over on any solo machine of any capacity
(8) Machines with or without rear suspension and sidecar

manufactured on or before 31st December 1969

The routes are split into 3 depending on the riders skill level and the machine –
WHITE – Experts. BLUE – Intermediate and RED – Novice and Sidecars.

The marking system is quite simple –
1 foot down 1 point.
2 feet down 2 points
3 feet down 3 points
Falling off, not making the course 5 points. Obviously, the aim is to get zero
faults on each section.
Some of the riders made it look easy – whilst others not so.

The weather being on our side, slightly overcast but a good 7°, not bad for late
January. Being met by a few local friends, 2 on XR’s, and one on brand new
Honda NC750, with 8 miles on the clock - we headed up the country lanes to
Aldershot, the event was held on
Ministry of Defence land and the carpark is large but just sand and gravel,
the BMW S1000XR is an awesome bike – perhaps a little lively on this
surface.
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George Greenland, a mere 90 years old with Daughter Karen. 1st away this year!

The carpark was full, cars
with trailers, vans and
campers – and of course this
event attracts a lot of
spectators seeing as there is
in excess of 200 entrants.

The event had already
started, with a flying start
at 09:30, with the riders
needing to complete 2 laps
of 15 sections.

We started with a wander
to the coffee trailer as we

walked towards the 1st

section – the event was well
under way. The day was still
dry but the ground in some
areas was still retaining
water which obviously
needed a little more
attention.

Matthew Jagger. Royal
Enfield Bullet 350
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The riders were, shall we say, a little on the mature side, but some of these
bikes looked awesome and the sounds of the old 4 stroke thumpers and
some twin cylinder engines. Although they are registered pre 1965, there

was obviously some modifications. The
reliability showed that – the only
breakdown we saw was a broken
throttle cable. Some of the sections
were quite a simple in and out, but all
had a gradient – and that’s where the
issues arose – front end slipping out a
bit and a few riders getting a 5 for the
section as the front wheel did not make
the markers. But generally, a safe and
enjoyable sections from both
the rider and spectator
perspective.

It’s been years since SSMCC
ran a trial, years ago we used
to run two trials – February
would be the St. Valentines
Trial and the Gott Trial
(named after a club founder
member – G Edgar Gott) was

held in October. All run under
the South East Centre ACU

Riding a Triumph 3TA 400cc - Ian Peberdy
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It was interesting to see that even this event has evolved - online registrations, and entry
fees are now £35! Riders moaned when prices went up to £12, and that was difficult to
cover costs! Having been both Clerk of the Course (setting up the sections) and Secretary
of the meeting – doing all the admin, registration and results – of course, in those days it
was all by snail mail – entry forms and cheques in the post and a return address envelope
so, they could get the results once they were produced and printed. Some 20 years later
the clubs still have the same issues we had then – lack of observers – but in reality – who
wants to stand around in dirt for 6 hours for no pay – so, they must be real enthusiasts
for the bikes – I remember a few events where we did not have enough observers – so,
either honesty marking, or a spectator would help out for the day. But I think this and the
lack of profit from the event made SSMCC call it a day.

Even Sammy Miller himself
braved the journey up from New
Milton to do a little spectating.

Great to see the 89-year-old still
enjoying the sport.

It was a great day out, and
seeing the old bikes and riders
being put through their paces –

Steady ride home – and home in
time to was the bike – it was
filthy -

More details regarding G Edgar Gott can be found on the Club History Page.
http://www.ssmcc.co.uk/club-history/

Steve Pearce
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