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Editor’s Comments
Hi All,

It’s a changing time of year for bikers in the uk as the clocks go back, those with soft
underbellies (although some might say common sense) start to wrap their bikes in cotton
wool and tuck them into the garage for hibernation whilst more hardy specimens might
just be putting away the summer gloves and breaking out the thermals. Personally if it's
dry, a short ride in crisp autumnal weather can be really nice so fingers crossed for the
3rd and a trip down to Brighton.

Of course I do remember when my bike was my only form of transport so day or night,
sun, rain and occasionally snow it got me to and from work, down the shops, pub etc so
if you do ride out of necessity wrap up warm, give that headlight a wipe and stay safe. A
shout out to Police Riders, Blood Runners, Commuters and Pizza delivery riders alike…

I recall my KMX 200 being a handy bike for winter commuting right up to the point where
I was coming round the western perimeter road at heathrow on my way to a 6am early
shift. The large right hander after the roundabout up Stanwell way that morning was just
a little too wet and slippery for the tyres. Haha, fortunately the all in one waterproof
gently glided me to the kerb and apart from 50p for a new rear light bulb nothing much
to repair apart from my ego.

–

If you’re a facebook reader you’ll see that Andi has advised Steve Jones Funeral is
Monday 11th November at 15.00 at Hanworth Crematorium. Hounslow Rd, Feltham
TW13 5JH.

Chris
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Other Stuff….

Ride to the Wall - RTTW 2024

So, several months ago I registered to attend the 17th Annual Ride to the
Wall - an annual event that has 11 start points around the country that has
1000’s of bikers rock up at the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire.
Registration is simple - and a donation of £10 (can be more) gets you a year
bar and a wristband to get in.

Seeing as this is 200 miles from home, I opted for the easy option and left
on Friday afternoon with a local friend who also wanted to attend. He is Ex
Army, with the Royal Welsh Fusiliers.

We left home and headed simply north on smaller A and B roads aiming for
the A34, Winchester.
After that we took a scenic route from Tot Hill Services to The Trout Inn,
Lechlade where the club has been several times for a Sunday Pub lunch. We
arrived at 5:30 just in time to order our evening meal - before heading to
Cherwell Valley Services for a night in the Travelodge - why here? Well this
was one of the 11 start locations for the ride.

What is Ride to the Wall? It is a memorial ride for bikers, civilians and
serving and ex service personnel to pay respect to those that have fallen
since WWII. The Wall has just over 16,000 names on it, obviously
increasing. The names are people who have passed, not only in combat but
whilst serving - in any of the 3-armed services plus Fire, Police or Ambulance
Services as well. Those attending have been labelled as a Waller.

The website has a comprehensive detailed itinerary of start locations, timings
at junctions and arrival times - a bit OTT I thought - but the timing - well, we
were planned to arrive at 10:21 (I said it was detailed) and I entered the
NMA at 10:23…

My ride, as I said, started at Cherwell Valley services on the M40 - and
headed north along the M40, M42, M6 Toll Road and the Highways Agency
waived the Toll Charges for all bikes attending the ride. In fact, they did
more than that - they were there waving us through and filming….
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The 2024 route plan and timings from Cherwell Valley.
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A view of the bikes waiting to start the Ride to the Wall at Cherwell Valley.

Each start point had several Marshalls - ones leading the ride, back markers
and a few in between. I was lucky - everyone around me rode sensibly - the
ride details said the speed will not go over 60 mph on motorways and 30/40
mph on A roads. I did get to 70 once - but very sedate ride - at one point a
short gap appeared between me and the bikes in front - a Marshall came up
and waved me to go faster - I simply pointed to everyone breaking in front -
so, didn’t bother with that. They obviously hadn’t seen that happening…

Considering they said we had around 400 bikes leaving Cherwell Valley - it
went very smooth - I did see on the Facebook Page about a small handful of
people riding like idiots - but considering the numbers - very little.

We arrived at the car park and was directed to a field, there was already
thousands of bikes there, literally - thousands.
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We were not at the end of the field either! Almost as many bikes behind us,
and then they opened up the other half of the field.

We met a few of Andy’s mates who had travelled from various locations, 18
of them in total, but initially just a few of us went to the cafe for a cuppa and
a sandwich as the service takes a couple of hours…

Before the service started, we wandered the grounds and found the
monument for the Royal Welsh Fusiliers - where they laid a Poppy Wreath
and said a few words for their fallen colleagues:

Seeing these guys together - you could see the camaraderie between them
and the mutual respect. Of course, you can’t be a part of this type of group
without some sort of Micky taking - and there was some of that going on -
after the service of course.
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Martin Dickinson - founder of RTTW said: In 2008 I founded Ride to the Wall
as I felt there was a need to remember specifically those lost since 1945
and, at the same time, allow youngsters a greater understanding. It has now
become a life-long commitment. He has, through RTTW, raised £1.66 million
- for the charity and that does not include the money raised for this year.
The money raised this year is presented to the NMA on Armed Forces Day, so
that will be about 24th June 2025….

After the event we wandered back looking at the massive queues waiting to
leave the venue, we decided not to rush because it was taking over an hour
to get out - so, just chilled out - looked at bikes and was gifted with a fly by -
the sights of a Lancaster Bomber flying over seemed to stop everyone in
their tracks - and just look up and smile.

The journey home was chilled as well,
190 miles home, stopping for some fast
food on the way home - getting home
about 9pm….

If you want to be part of the 18th Annual
RTTW save the date now - 4th October
2025.

Full details can be found: www.RTTW.org

Steve Pearce

Other Stuff….

Hello Members,

Marianna, Adelaide landlady has published nice an early the menu for the Xmas dinner,
which you will recall has been booked for 14 December.

Please find menu below (Go to Heathers email if you want a clearer copy, as I can't get it
to copy that well here - Eds comment)

It would be great if you can wear something that is a ‘NOD’ to Christmas, even if only
small, but I will not be putting you on the ‘naughty list’ if you don’t. 😉

I will need to have your orders in by 4 December, then I can hand in the order to Marianna
at the pub.
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The committee has agreed to subsidise the cost of the meal, which like so many things
has gone up a bit. Payments should be made to the club account Southern Sporting

MCC, Account No: 99148309, Sort Code: 09-01-51

Therefore, I’ll be asking those who want attend to decide if they want 2 course or 3.
And then to let me know your choices.

3 course £35 for member - £38 for non member 2 course £32 for member - £34 for
non member

Coffee & mince pies will be provided at the end of the meal, so should not be considered
as ‘pudding’, but if that is what you’d prefer to have, then just order 2 courses.

IF YOU HAVE ANY ALLERGIES I NEED TO BE AWARE OF, PLEASE LET ME KNOW
SOONER RATHER THAN LATER.

Yours
Heather

Social Secretary
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Round the world off road !

www.bikeguydave.com

So Dave from Sunbury has made it to the middle
east. A few clicks on his facebook page and you

can read his blog about crossing Iraq from
Turkey and finally making it to Jordan after

riding a large proportion of the Iraq leg with an
army escort.

I'm guessing some additional complexity to
riding around that neck of the woods at the

moment.
Inspiring as it is, I think Steve’s ride to the wall
sounds more up my street for 2025 if I want a

military/bike related day out that doesn't
involve actual machine guns at the checkpoints.

Other Stuff….

TT or CBT

🫖or☕

Tea Break Teaser

1) The Italian rider Tarquinio Provini has four Isle of Man TT wins to his name.
With which team did he achieve the most of his wins?

● Norton
● MV Augusta
● Ducati

2) A motocross track consists of several jumps and obstacles. The mogul-like
section of the track consisting of 10 or more tiny jumps in a row is call the what?

10

http://www.bikeguydave.com


● The Rhythm Section
● The Whoops
● The Jags

3) What was renowned racer Mr. Hailwood's first name?

● Mike
● Norman
● Stanley
● Fletcher

4) What company made the V-Force 700? (Four wheeler)

● Kawasaki
● Honda
● Suzuki

5) How many times did Carl Fogarty win the World crown in the 20th century?

● He didn’t
● 2
● 3
● 4
● 5

Quote of the month
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Cartoon Corner

Life is evidently not complete until you’ve taken a picture of the northern

lights…………
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The 2024 BMF Discount code is CLB24WLP
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TBT Answers

1) Answer: MV Agusta

Tarquinio won 3 times while riding for the MV Agusta Team. He also
achieved one win for the Mondial team on the Isle of Man. However the TT
race was also the cause of his retirement, due to an accident in the 1966 race
in which he broke his back. He passed away in Bologna in 2005.

2) Answer: Whoops

Beginning riders take each mogul within a whoops section, but more
advanced riders can just "skip" over them, touching just the tops with their
wheels. A rhythm section is similar to the whoops, but consists of several
bigger jumps in a row.

3) Answer: Stanley

Although known to the world of motorcycling as "Mike the Bike," his full birth
name was Stanley Michael Bailey Hailwood.

4) Answer: Kawasaki

The V-force 700 is Kawasaki's largest sport quad and colours are green or
orange.

5) Answer: 4

Foggy won the title in 1994, 1995, 1998 & 1999.
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