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Editor’'s Comments

Welcome to the last edition of Contact for 2020

| do hopethereis animprovementfor 2021 and we can get outand about more freely with
more places to meet. Our Dates for Your Diary has been very empty this year!

Articlesin this edition include the latest COVID advice which will affect everyone including
motorcyclists. (Most of itis common knowledge and common sense), FEMA have written an
article on the new directive for the European Driving Licence and haveincluded a link where
you can give your opinion. The article is on page 19. Click on the linkand follow the instructions
if you want to have your say.

| have found an article on Touringthe UK written from an Australian point of view, for some

reason the photographhas been reversed to make it look as if we drive on the right! Bizarre, as
it’s the same in Australia as here!

Anyway, with COVID and all, thought it might give some ideas for travel at home next year if
you are hopingforany tripsin the UK. It’s hard to make any plans without the threat of further
lockdowns. I think it will be local for most as it’s difficult to book places to stay unless you have
a caravan (Steve)! But then how would you transport your bike?

I'll be staying home for Christmas; Mike is working and there are no ‘Christmas Dos’ to go to.

(Will have to make up for it nextyear). | hopeyou all manageto celebrate and truly hope
thingsimprove next year.

MERRY CHRISTMASTO YOU ALL AND A WISH FOR A BETTER 2021!



Presidents Piece

Presidents piece.

Not going out! | thinkthat there will be a drive out to Halinglsland. (Not). On the 27th of
December Sunday. Arrivingat 12 noon Cafe on the front. If it is open.| do hope lockdown will
let us out. Only ifit is very wet or snow | will stayat home!!!

So for the peoplein the know, the old bike garage for the scheme and houseis atlast on the
move! All those bygone memories. | do not thinkthe scheme would have made it through the
Covid close down. Like now we have all found other thingsto do. Could not even go for more
thanoneclub ride out in 2020. Let’s hopeit can be sorted for 2021.

It seems someone had a birthday last month. lan (baby face) Slater. Not so youngany more at
59! Still younger than some. | do hope you all have a very nice Christmas and a prosperous New
Year.

Best wishes

John Mason.



How New Coronavirus Lockdown Restrictions Affect
Motorcycling

By John Milbank https://www.bennetts.co.uk/

With the UK guidance around Covid-19 rapidly changing, it’simportantto know what it means
to ridingyour bike, as well as getting it serviced, MOTs and even training. While there are some
key pointsthat we should all be aware of regardingleisure riding, motorcycles and scooters
remain a safer, more socially distanced method of getting around...

What does the new national Coronavirus lockdown mean for me?

From Thursday 3 December, England will leave lockdown and enter a new tiered system:
Tier 1 | Medium alert
Tier 2 | High alert
Tier 3 | Very high alert

Initially, most of England will be in Tier 2, but it’s very important to check where you live. The

easiest way to do thisis by installingthe NHS Test and Trace app on your phone, as it gives you

reliable and up-to-date information on your location.

The mostimportant pointsto remember remain ‘Hands. Face. Space.’

e Hands: Wash your hands regularly and thoroughly

e Face: Wear a face coveringin indoor settings where social distancing may be difficult,
and where you will come into contact with people you don’t usually meet.

e Space: Stay two metres from people you don’tlive with, or at least one metre, but you
should be wearing a face covering when this close

Full details of the restrictionsin place are below, but much of motorcycling will return to

relative normality; here’s an overview for motorcycling:
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From Thursday 3™ December, all motorcycle and scooter sales outlets in England will be
ableto reopen, alongwith other retail businesses classed as ‘non-essential’.
Motorcycle and scooter testing and training also resumes from the 3", and anyone who
had a test cancelled should have had an email from the DVSA with details of their new
booking.

Tests in Scotland are taking place in areas under the Scottish alert levels of 0 to 3, but
candidates livingin alert level 4 are not allowed to travel out to take the test
somewhere else. Test are taking place in Wales.

Training centres are experiencingvery high demand as more people realise the benefits
of motorcycles and scooters, so if you are consideringlearningto ride, get in touch with
a training centre as soon as possible.

In England’s Tiers 2, people are being asked to minimise travel where possible, while
thoselivingin Tier 3 shouldn’t travel out of theirarea unlessit’s for essential purposes.
Those livingin Tiers 1 and 2 should avoid travel to Tier 3 areas.

In Tier 1, it is possible for up to six people to meet indoors or out, butin Tier 2, up to six
people can only meet in the garden.

In Tier 3 areas thereis to be no social meetingindoors orin most outdoor places with
people you don't live with, though you can meet in groups of up to six in areas such as
parks and beaches.

Essential tips for motorcycle riders during the Coronavirus pandemic

Do NOT ride if you have any symptoms of Coronavirus

You must wear a face mask (or keep your full-face helmet on) when enteringthe service
station to pay for fuel. Steamed-up glasses is not a valid disability that exempts you
from wearing a facemask

The virus can linger on surfaces, so use the forecourt’s disposable gloves (often now a
simple bag) over your bike gloves when handlingthe pump

Pay with contactless; most shops and garages now accept up to £45 for contactless
payments, which is typically more than enough to pay for a tank of fuel

If you need to spend more, consider settingup Google Pay or Apple Pay on your phone
—once unlocked, you can usually spend more this way than with a contactless card
Carry a facemask and hand-sanitiser at all times, in case you visit a shop or café
Thinkabout takinga packed lunch for longerrides

Keep two metres from others when off the bike

Avoid meetingin large groups; rememberthat we’re allambassadors for motorcycling,
and the publicperception of riders is important to the future of our freedom on the
roads

What do the new Covid-19rulesin Wales mean for motorcyclists?
With Wales now havingexited its ‘Firebreak’ lockdown, motorcycle and scooter training has
been allowed to resume.

The followingrules still apply:

You should still not enter other people’s homes, though two household bubbles can be
formed

Up to four people can meet in regulated indoor places, such as cafés, restaurants, and
pubs, though alcohol cannot be served between 10pm and 6am.
15 people can meet indoors for organised activities such as gym classes
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e 30 peoplecan meet outdoors for organised activities

e Non-essential businessescan reopen

e Residentsshould stilltry to work from home

e Whilethere are nolegal travel restrictions in place within Wales, the government is
asking people to avoid non-essential travel as much as possible.

What do the new Covid-19 rules in Scotland mean for motorcyclists?

Scotland hasintroduced a five-level system, with people under level three restrictions or above
beingtold to make only essential journeys. Those livingin England should not travel to
Scotland, except for essential purposes.

Level | Eightpeoplefrom three households can meet indoors, or fifteen from five
0 households outdoors.

Level | Six peoplefrom two households may meet in each other’shomes.
1

Level | Noindoor meetingwith other households, six people from two households outdoors
2 / in hospitality. Pubs, bars, and restaurants can sell alcohol indoors only with a main
mean and only until 8pm.

Level | No alcoholtobe served indoors orout. Cafés pubs and restaurants to close by 6pm.

Level | Allnon-essentialshops, hospitality, and gyms to close. Some outdoor meeting
4 allowed schools to stay open.

What are the penalties for breaking the Coronavirus rules?

Failure to wear a mask or face coveringin shops or other specified places could land you with a
£200 fine for a first offence (double the previous level), doubling with each successive offence
up to a maximum of £3,200. The same penalties applyto those breakingthe ‘rule of six’, while
businesses breachingthe new rules face £10,000 penalties.

What can we all do to help prevent the spread of Coronavirus?

While confusion seems to creep in for many, the rules are simple common sense in order to
limitthe potentialfor deaths dueto Coronavirus:

e Wear a face coveringin shops, on publictransport (why would you be on there when
you have a bike or scooter?!)and anywhere else you’ll be near others (besides home
and school)

e Wash/ sanitise yourhands

e Keep yourdistance from others



Motorcycling Tours: A Brief Look at Locations in the UK

https://motorbikewriter.com/

The United Kingdom is a truly unique land, and one that is perfect for touring year-round.
There are so many amazing places that you can visit, with a history that stretches back
thousandsofyears. From mountain peaks to castles, and dense forests to picturesque lakes,
the United Kingdom is simply beautiful.

The combination of England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Island create a truly unique
backdrop thatis perfect for motorcycle tours and is a location that has so many wonderful
placesto explore and experience. In this article, you will find informationabout some of the
best places where you can enjoy a tour of the United Kingdom on your motorbike.

You can find everything when motorcyclingaround the UK such as castles, caves, valleys,
mountain ranges, national parks, as well as lots of things to enjoy for entertainment such as
restaurants, museums, or cinemas. You can even make a stop at a local casino if you want to
enjoy a night out on the poker tables with your friends. There will be something for everyone
when you take a biking tour around the United Kingdom.

England

The largest of the countries that make up the United Kingdom, England isan amazing place.
Home to famous cities and counties, itis a country that attracts visitors each year from all over
the world. The historiccapital of London is part of England that most people will visit, though
that’s onlyjust scratching at the surface.

There are so many great counties and regions to explore, that you can spend a lifetimein
England and also find new places to visit and things to experience.

The north and eastern parts of the United Kingdom are packed full of great places to visit
includingthe counties of Northumberland and Yorkshire, which are very interestingand
beautiful parts of the country. Newcastle in the north east is a great city and one that many
people will pass through when touringthe eastern side of England.

The south-west coast of England is home to Dorset, which is one of the most beautiful counties
in the United Kingdom and home to places such as Poole, Weymouth, Bournemouth, and lots
of otherfascinating places. This part of the UK coast is known as the Jurassic Coast, and is easily
one of the most beautiful in the country.

It’s a perfect place to travel around by motorcycle where you can make stops at all of the
interestingtowns and citiesalongthe route. From there you can continue heading west until
you reach Devon, which is a fantasticplace to explore.


https://motorbikewriter.com/
https://motorbikewriter.com/visit-bike-trip-devon/

You can also tour around the north-west region of England, takingin places such as
Merseyside, Lancashire, and Cumbria, each of which are stunningcounties with lots of great
placesto explore and seek out. There are great road networks around here, as well as therest
of the country, and the conditions are great for motorbike tours with family or friends.

From this part of the United Kingdom, you can then pass through Cheshirein the south -west
part of thatregion, and head into Wales through Flintshire or Wrexham.

Wales
Wales is the smallest of the countriesin the
United Kingdom, butis an extremely beautiful
one, filled with mountains, valleys,and a
wonderful coastline that stretches for miles and
miles. It’s the perfect setting for bike toursand
offers visitors the chance to enjoy the natural
landscape and setting.
Some of the highlights of Wales include the

, : magical Snowdonia National Park, Caernarfon
Castle, Brecon Beacons National Parkand Cardiff Castle. The landscapeis dotted with castles
amongst the lush green hills and valleys, and the scenery here is the perfect escape from the
noise and stress of your daily inner-city life.

Scotland

Located in the north of the United Kingdom, Scotland is a country unlike any other. It’s
dominating mountains, picturesque lochs and general natural beauty make it a popular holiday
destination for travelers from all over the UK, as well as the rest of the world. From the
majestic capital city of Edinburgh, to the stunningHighlands, Scotland is a fantastic place to
tour, and with your motorbike, you can explore all of the hidden gems in this wonderful
destination.

Some of the placesin Scotland to visit during your motorcycle tourinclude the Highlands as
well Inverness and the north coast of Scotland, which you have to see with your own eyes to
believe.

The United Kingdom is a great place for holidays and travel throughout the year. There are
great road networks, so taking a tour with your motorcycle is an excellent option, especially
duringthe springor summer months.

You’ll easily be able to find a good choice of cheap accommodation alongyour routes, with a
good option beinga bed and breakfast. If you are planningto spend a few daysin a specific
part of the country, then it will probably be a good idea to book yourselfaccommodationin
advance, especially during the summer.

Most accommodation will have Wi-Fi so you can always pop online to check your emails or
upload some photos from your travels. You can also pop onto a casino online and place a few
bets on your football team if you fancy a wager.

The UK has so much history and places of interest that you could spend a lifetime touring
around and visiting places and still not see everythingthere is on offer.

Before heading off on your motorcycle tours, it's a good idea to spend a little time planning
your destinationsand the routes that you will take. There are lots of websites online that offer
you a great choice of interestingand scenic routes that you can take to reach your destinations,
ratherthan sticking to the mundane motorways.
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FEMA Wants to Keep Home Recycling of Motorcycles
Alive

https://www.femamotorcycling.eu

Europehasrules in place for the collection and destruction of cars that have come to the end
of their life. Motorcycles are exempt from these rules. That may change if it's up to the

European Commission.

Wim Taal. FEMA’s communications officer: “Inclusion of
motorcycles in the scope of the directive could also mean a
serious threat to historical motorcycles. These bikes are
especially dependent uponon available and affordable original
spare parts to keep them in working order. And who wants to
see old-timers disappearinto state approved demolishing
facilities?”

-

Theserules are part of the End-of-life Vehicles Directive, aimed
at the prevention of waste from vehicles that have come to the
end of theirlife. The directive also tells Member States to set
up systems for the collection and de-registration of all end-of
life vehicles. The directive also pushes producers to manufacture new vehicles without
hazardous substances (in particularlead, mercury, cadmium, and hexavalent chromium), thus
promotingthereuse, recyclability, and recovery of waste vehicles. The directive tells Member
States to have all vehicles that have reached the end of their life ‘transferred to authorised
treatment facilities’ to be demolished in an environmentally friendly way.

If motorcycles were to be included in the scope of the directive, that could mean the end of so-
called home recycling. Recycling of motorcycles and motorcycle partsis an inherent part of
motorcycle use. Home recycling, where you end the bike’s registration and take it apart for
reuse of its parts, is a significant part of the motorcycle culture. Home recycling helps to keep
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bikes on the road with used spare parts, instead of using new parts that have to be produced
from raw materials. As we did in the 1990s, FEMA still believes that the private reuse of
motorcycle partsis one of the best ways to prevent waste and to prevent the unnecessary use
of raw materials. This way, motorcyclists play their partin the circular economy as well as being
environmentally friendly.

Luckily motorcycles and other powered two-wheelers are not included in the scope of the
current directive, a position that was lobbied for by FEMA when the directive was written and
adoptedinthelate 1990s.

The European Commission now plansto revise the End-of-life Vehicles Directive and asked for
feedback (there will be a publicconsultation in the second quarter of 2021 and the
Commission’s adoption of a revised directive is planned for the second quarter of 2022). As
part of the revision of the directive, the European Commission wants to explorethe need to
have powered two-wheelersincludein the scope.

FEMA responded to the European Commission’s request for feedback with the following
statement and explains why in our view motorcycles and other powered two-wheelers
should not be included in a new directive.

The Federation of European Motorcyclists’ Associations (FEMA) thanks the European
Commission forthe opportunity to give its vision on the revision of the End-of-life Vehicles
Directive (2000/53/EC).

In FEMA’s view, the current Directive succeeded in preventing waste from vehicles, the reuse
of parts from vehicles and improvement of the environmental performance of all economic
operatorsinvolvedin thelife cycle of vehicles. We can also understand the need to extend the
scope of the directive to other kinds of vehicles than cars.

However, extension of the working of the Directive to powered two-wheelers (PTWs) is less
obvious because of the different nature of both use and build of PTWs. PTWs do not have a
body like cars; they can have body parts attached to the frame, but this cannot be compared
with the body of cars. Most PTWs spend the largest part of their live indoorsand asa rule are
used for far less kilometres than cars. Because of this, and because parts can easily be
removed, PTWs seldomly reach the end of their life like other vehicles do.

Virtually all PTW parts can be reused, through a large network of specialised second-hand part
suppliersthroughout the European Union, or by users themselves who swap and change parts
with other owners. Parts that are not reused are recycled through local recycling schemes or
sent on by second-hand part shops. Thereis no evidence of PTWs beingdumped beside the
road or otherwise disposed of in an inappropriate manner. Inclusion of PTWs could even be
contraryto the aimthe directive, by causing a problem where none exists now. In particular,
the certificate of destruction may prohibit users from dismantling their vehicles for the purpose
of reusingcomponents. Furthermore, the administrative requirement on specialised second-
hand parts businesses, which are generally small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), could
mean job losses.

An exception could be made for electric powered vehicles (EVs). The demolition of EVs is
specialisticwork that should not be done by unqualified people. To ensure that the demolition

12



of PTWs with a combustion engine can still be donein-house by the owners themselves or by
SMEs, and to ensure that demolition of electric PTWs is done by qualified specialists, FEMA
suggests notto include PTWs in the End-of-life Vehicles Directive but to draw a separate
Directive for powered two-wheelers and perhaps other L-category vehicles.

If the European Commission does propose to include motorcycles and other powered two -
wheelers in an End-of-life Vehicles Directive, FEMA would ask the Commission to ensure that
the possibility of controlled in-house demolition remains possible (as part of a circular
economy), either by includingitin the Directive, or by allowing Member States to make their
own rules and regulations forin-house demolition.
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Tank Shape Affects Rider Injuries in Crash

https://motorbikewriter.com/

The shape of your motorcycle could have a bigimpact on riderinjuryin a crash, a landmark
Australianstudy with simulated lab crash test equipment has found.

Tanks with a sharp rise from the seat can increase the risk of pelvicinjury, accordingto the
study by Neuroscience Research Australia (NeuRA), an independent, not-for-profit research
institute based in Sydney, previously known as the Prince of Wales Medical Research Institute.

The brain and nervous system research centre conducted a three-yearin-depth investigation of
motorcycle crashes which has led to several other research projects, includingthe tank study
which included simulatedlab crash tests with various tank shapes.

Thisis the first time the interaction between the pelvis and the design of fuel tanks has been
studied in this way due to a newly developed test method for physically recreatingrider pelvis
impactsin simulated crash tests.

“Our crash studies have confirmed previous findings related to the frequency with which the
motorcycle fuel tank is a source of groin and pelvicinjury demonstrating that there has been
littleimprovementin the crashworthiness over the last few decades,” the study found.

Researchers found that fuel tanks with a lower angle or more gradual rise from the front of the
seat to the handlebarswere safer and less likely to cause a pelvicinjuryto therider duringan
accident.

They identified that motorcyclists with a more upright posture, such as thoseriding cruiser

bikes, had anincreased likelihood of hittingthe fuel tank with greater force than those riding
bikes where they have a forward-leaning position in the seat such as sports bikes.
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About 15% of injuries involving motorcyclists are pelvicinjuries, says Dr Tom Whyte, aninjury
biomechanics engineer and researcher at NeuRA.

Pelvic injuries from motorcycle crashes can be permanent and result in difficulties with basic
activities such as walking, sexual function, or urinating.

They typically occur when the motorbike makes a front-on impact with another vehicle or
object and therider hurtles over the tankand bars.

“In the simulated crash tests, we found differencesin fuel tank shape influence the severity of
the impact to the pelvis, with fuel tanks rising steeply and abruptly from the bike seat
increasingthe possibility of injury,” Dr Whyte says.

“There’s likely to be greater protection for a motorcyclist’s pelvis when they are leaning
forward. This is because our tests found that there are smallerimpact forces between the
pelvisand the fuel tank when riders are in this position,” Dr Whyte says.

“The findings show that greater attention to the design of fuel tanks could improve the safety
of motorcyclists particularly on motorcycles where riders are more likely to take an upright

position whileriding,” he said.

The findings are being presented to manufacturersin the hope they will consider themin their
bike designs.
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Break Time

What is it? Which UK Racetrack is this?

Christmas jokes
What do snowmen eat for lunch? Icebergers!

What did the stamp say to the Christmas card? Stick with me and we'll go places!
What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? Frostbite!

What's a child’s favourite king at Christmas? A stoc-king!

What does the Queen call her Christmas Broadcast? The One Show!

What did Adam say the day before Christmas? “It’s Christmas, Eve!”

What do theysing at a snowman’s birthday party? Freeze a jolly good fellow!

Lateral Thinking:

Voices

Several voices were heard coming from the otherroom. There was a lot of commotion
however when the room was checked there was only one personinside. This person's not
crazy, so what's goingon?

16



Smile for miles! It's the best touring motorbikes
By Ben Clarke MCN

Touringby motorbike is one of the most rewardingand enjoyable things you can do on two
wheels. Whileit’s true that you can tour on anythingfrom a superbike to a 125, this list will
concentrate on the bikes designed for the job.

The distinguishing features of a touring bike are generally comfort, good luggage and/or pillion
provision and good tank range. Within that, we've split the bikes into four rough categories:
heavyweight, sports, adventure and lightweight.

Touringisn’t a one-size-fits-all activity and so we haven’t ranked the bikes, but these are among
the best touring motorbikes money can buy.

Best touring motorbikes
Honda Gold Wing
Harley-Davidson Road Glide
BMW K1600GT

Kawasaki Ninja H2 SX

KTM 1290 Super Duke GT
Kawasaki Ninja 1000SX
BMW R1250GS

Ducati Multistrada 1260
Yamaha Super Ténéré 1200
Yamaha Tracer 700

Suzuki V-Strom 650

Honda CB500X

Best heavyweight touring motorbikes

Heavyweight tourers have large, effortless engines, a sumptuousride, plenty of room for two
people, wardrobes attached to the side and lots of weather protection.
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2018 Honda GL1800 Gold Wing (£15,300 used - £22,399 new)
Spec: 1833cc / 125bhp / 378kg / 744mm seat height

R T e . Top-end versions of the Honda Gold Wing over the
' years haveincluded features from stereo systems to
airbags and hot air vents to keep you warm.

The pillion provisionisincredibly plush and the bike’s
| high startingweight and flat-six 1800cc engine make
i carrying large quantities of luggage a cinch. If you plan
on cruisingaround in a relaxed fashion with lots of
luggage and a pillion, a full-dress tourer could be the

~ perfect solution.

If you can’t stomach the £30,699 price tag (2020) of the Gold Wing Tour with DCT and airbag,
there are cheaper versions available, however don’t expect any to be cheap. A base model
'Wing will still set you back £22,399, for instance.

2020 Harley-Davidson Road Glide (£20,000 used - £24,695 new)
Spec: 1868cc / 89bhp / 423kg / 735mm seat height

From across the pond you’ve got Harley-Davidson,
who have arguably been the reigning kings of all
thing’s bagger for about 60 years. Their biggest
machines, such as the Road Glide Limited, got a big
update for 2020 to include fancy electronics, but
they’re not cheap. The Road Glide Limited starts at
£24,695, although they do also offer the mini-bagger
Sport Glide for £15,295.

2017 BMW K1600GT (£13,500 used - £18,745)
Spec: 1649cc / 160bhp / 344kg / 810mm seat height

If you fancy something European, you could
also consider BMW’s K1600 range, with its
1649cc six-cylinder engine — plus all the mod-
cons you would expect legendary BMW build-
guality and a six-pot soundtrack reminiscent of
an early-noughtiesM3. It could be the ideal toy
for distance work.

As is often the case with BMW, the options
catalogue for the entire K1600 range is vast, so
look out for used examples with plenty of

extras added.

The 2017 GT model came fully loaded as standard with adaptive headlights, Dynamic ESA,
daytime runninglights, ABS Pro, Audio system with GPS preparation, reverse gear (for the first
time), Dynamic traction control, hill start control and tyre pressure control.

18



Best sports tourer motorbikes

Sports-tourers share many of the mile-munchingattributes of the heavyweights but are a bit
more fun on proper roads when you reach your destination with sportier handling (hence the
name) and higher ground clearance.

2018 Kawasaki Ninja H2 SX (£11,400 used - £15,599 new)

Spec: 998cc / 197bhp / 260kg / 835mm seat
height

One of the top sports tourers on the market has
to be the Kawasaki H2 SX. A supercharged,
197bhp Kawasaki may not sound like the ideal
tool for a bike tour, but that’s exactly whatit is.

If you’'ve got the wallet for it, the SE+ version
includes a mind-bogglingarray of tech and
gadgets, but the best feature isthe engine and
that’s the same whatever model you go for.

MCN’s Editor, Rich Newland, took his Kawasaki H2 SX long-term test bike on a 715-mile ride
around the UK in a single day and said: “Exactly 18-hours in the saddle with nothing but fuel
breaks—and | feel fine.” If that’s not proof of a bike’s touring credentials, then what is?

2020 Kawasaki Ninja 1000SX (£10,300 used - £10,999)
Spec: 1043cc / 140bhp / 235kg / 835mm seat height

You should also consider Kawasaki's own Ninja
1000SX, which was confusingly introduced for 2020
| asareplacementto the Z1000SX series.

The Kawasaki Z1000SX was a phenomenal success
for the firm: their biggest-selling bike in the UK for
| the pastdecade, and Europe’s top-sellingsports-
tourer for at least the past three years, so if you
don’t want to stretch to a new bike then there are
plenty of used Z’s on the market.

The H2’s less powerful little brother still boasts
140bhp, more than enough for real world riding, especially when you’re touring. The 2020
version marked an improvementin handling over previous versions, especially at slow speeds.

The Ninja 1000SX’s standard specis high and the base-model comes with cruise control,
quickshifter/autoblipper and a colour TFT dash with Bluetooth connectivity. Z1000SX models
from 2017 - on, also have cornering ABS and traction control, as well as piercing white LED
headlights.
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2019 KTM 1290 Super Duke GT (£11,000 used - £16,799 new)
Spec: 1301cc / 175bhp / 209kg / 835mm seat height

If four-cylinder engines don’t tickle your pickle,
you could also considera thumpingtwin —in
the form of KTM’s 1290 Super Duke GT.

The Super Duke GT may look a bitlike an
adventure sport but don’t be fooled. Packing
over 170bhp from its 1301cc V-Twin power
station, electronically adjustable WP
suspension, and a striking three-pronged trellis
chassis, you don’t have to dig very deep to find
its sporty potential.

It shares an awful lot with the previous
generation KTM 1290 Super Duke R on which it is based. If you’re stepping away from
sportshikes, but still lust after the performance, this is the way to go.

Best adventure bikes for touring

Adventure bikes have grown in size and become increasingly powerful in recent years and
manufacturers noticed that many were used predominantly - or even exclusively - on the road.

2019 BMW R1250GS (£11,995 used - £13,845 new)
Spec: 1254cc / 134bhp / 249kg / 850mm seat height

The undeniable king of the genre is the
BMW R1250GS, which took over from
the R1200 in 2019 as the German
brand’s flagship adventure bike. Since
its inception, it has won every MCN
group test it hastaken partin. Also new
for 2019 was the R1250GS Adventure,
which offered a 30-litre fuel tank for
more miles between fill-ups, wire
wheels and long-travel suspension.

Although looking like an over-grown
- = trailie, the big GS is also more than
capable of handlingitself on the road and the large boxer engine and shaft-drive make it
incredibly reliable.
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2018 Ducati Multistrada 1260S (£13,000 used - £17,395 new)

Spec: 1262cc / 156bhp / 235kg / 825mm seat
height
There are Multistradas of all shapes and sizes these

daysincludingthe smaller and lighter 950, through
to the top-of-the-range Pikes Peak edition.

The 1260S has a grunty and torquey big V-twin
engine, refined electronics and top-specequipment
and can really be considered a do anything
superbike. With cast wheelsin place of spokes and ,
Ducati’s almost magical adaptive suspensionworkingin the background and the DVT system
keeping you in the power at all revs you’re set to crush continents at pace.

2010 Yamaha Super Ténéré 1200 (£5500 used - £12,547 new)
Spec: 1199cc / 109bhp / 261kg / 845mm seat height

. The Yamaha Super Ténéré may bea bitlongin the
B8 tooth compared to the other bikes here but it offers
an economical alternative to a lot of the high-end
competition. It’s also still more than capable of
takingyou and your possessionsas far as you decide
to go.

A look at the owners’ reviews for the Super Tén on
MCN will prove that you lot absolutely love them,
too, which just goes to show that you don’t
necessarily need the latest all-singing-all-dancing

machine to have fun;

Best lightweight touring motorbikes
Finally, the lightweight tourers lose a little of the continent-swallowing capabilities of the other
categories, but make up for it in practicality, economy, affordability, and day-to-day useability.
2020 Yamaha Tracer 700 (£5900 used - £7947 new)

Spec: 689cc / 72bhp / 196kg / 835mm seat height

The Yamaha Tracer 700 uses the same parallel-twin engine
as its more off-road focused Ténéré 700 and sportier MT-

07 siblings and, actually, you could tour quite happily on
any of them.

The Tracer got a facelift for 2020 (and looks so much better
forit) butit also got more comfortable, sharperin the
bends and smoother on the throttle, too.

Yamaha have widened the bars and given it a thicker seat
to make it easierto stayin the saddle forlong periods of time, making it even more suited to
touring. There’s loads of extras in the catalogue too so look out for those on used models.
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2016 Suzuki V-Strom 650 XT (£6500 used - £7999 new)
Spec: 645cc / 71bhp / 216kg / 830mm seat height

The V-Strom’s 645cc V-twin engine hasn’treally
changed much for two decades. It’s been used in

' the Suzuki SV650 for all that time and found its way
into the V-Strom in 2004. This got a big updatein

# 2011 andthenthe XT version came alongin 2016.

Solid, dependable, and capable describe the V-Strom
perfectly, butit’s not going to stireveryone’s soul as
much as some of the competition.

e 3 o |
e

2019 Honda CB500X (£4400 used - £6119 new)
Spec: 471cc / 47bhp / 197kg / 830mm seat height

The Honda CB500X may be down on power
compared to every other bike here, but don’t write
it off straight away. For a start, who says you can’t
tourjust because you have an A2 licence?

The bike has all the build quality we’ve come to
expect from Honda overthe yearswrapped upina
classy package. The 47bhp parallel-twin engine has
plenty of grunt off the line thanks to Honda playing

around with the valve timingand increasingthe size

of the airbox over the previous model.

The 19-inch front wheel means the CB500X is capable of dabbling with a bit of off-roading on
gravel trailsbutit is likely to become unstuckin wet mud so if you’re consideringa smaller,
lighter option because you fancy some off-roading, look elsewhere (Yamaha Ténéré 700 or KTM
790 Adventure perhaps).

22


https://www.motorcyclenews.com/bike-reviews/suzuki/sv650/2016/
https://www.motorcyclenews.com/bike-reviews/yamaha/tenere-700/2019/
https://www.motorcyclenews.com/bike-reviews/ktm/790-adventure/2019/
https://www.motorcyclenews.com/bike-reviews/ktm/790-adventure/2019/

Success in The US-EU Trade War: No Extra Tax on
American Motorcycle Parts

https://www.femamotorcycling.eu/category/fema-news/

The United States government put extra taxes on European products like whisky and French
cheese and it is now Europe’sturn to impose extra charges on American products. However,
American motorcycle parts are taken off the listand will not be taxed.

In April 2019 we wrote about the trade war between the USA and the European Union.
Accusations from both sides aboutillegal support of the national airplaneindustry (the USA had
given benefits to their airplane industry (Boeing), with an estimated damage to the EU airplane
industry (Airbus) of $12 billion) led to procedures and claims with the World Trade Organization
(WTO) and verdicts against both parties.

As we reported in 2019, this would also affect owners of an American motorcycle. Right after
the first publications of the preliminary list of products that were to be taxed with an extra 25%
import duty we reacted to the then responsible European commissioner for trade Cecilia
Malmstrom and asked to leave motorcycle parts out of the package, because motorcycles and
motorcycle owners had nothingto do with this conflict and we didn’t see why motorcycle
owners should suffer from this. Also the European motorcycle industry association ACEM
lobbied against this, together with Harley-Davidson. This lobby was successful and American
motorcycle parts were removed from the list.
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FEMA General Secretary Dolf Willigers (photo: Wim Taal)

On 26 October 2020, the WTO gave the EU green light to
impose tariffs on American products for 4 billion dollars per
year. On 9 Novemberthe European Commission published

a press release, announcingthat a list with products that would
be taxed with an extra 25% import tariff will be published in the
European Journal soon. However, thanks to the lobby of ACEM
et al and our own efforts, the American motorcycle parts will
not be imposed with an extraimport tax...

Dolf Willigers, FEMA General Secretary, commented: “We are
& very happyandrelieved that American motorcycle partsare
— T taken off thelist. For us thisis a pleasant surprise, and it shows
thata good lobby works and that it pays to give your opinion to the European Commission”.
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Give Your Opinion on The Current European Driving
Licence

https://www.femamotorcycling.eu/category/fema-news/

Do you want to give your opinion on the current European drivinglicence? This is your chance!
The European Commission started a public consultation to help evaluate the Third Driving
License Directive.

After the first Driving License Directive in 1980, the second in 1991 we saw the third Driving
Licence Directive beingadopted in 2006 (it became applicablein 2013). Aftera number of years
European laws must be evaluated, and the European Commission already started thisin 2017.
Now it is time for the next step and the good news is we can all have our say. As usual, the
European Commission started a publicconsultation on 28 October which will last until 20
January 2021 and she invites all stakeholders to participate. To go to the survey -
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/11930-Driving-
licence-rules-evaluation/public-consultation

Before you can start you must make an account, just a log-in name and a password, nothing
more. The survey is not only aboutthe A licence, butis about all licences, with some questions
that are specificaboutthe A licence. Of course, for FEMA the survey is already completed by
us, but you can participate as a private person or as a representative of an organization.
According to the European Commission, the results of the evaluation will be taken into
considerationto determineif changes and/orimprovements are necessary to the Driving
Licence Directive.

As FEMA we have strong views about trainingand testing. In our view, the present test
requirements for the motorcycle licence have little to do with road safety. They are for a large
part focussed on low-speed technical skills. It’s good to have those skills, but they don’t make
you a safe rider. For that you need what is called higher skills. You need the ability to predict
and recognize possible dangeroussituationsand act properly. You need to be aware of the
unexpected and react in the right way. These are the skills that make you survive on the road
and that save lives, not walking backwards into a virtual parking space next to your motorcycle.
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We also have our doubts about the staged entry to a full motorcycle licence. Although it seems
logical thatit is betterto start with a light motorcycle, there isn’t any scientific evidence yet
that thisis indeed the case. Most accidents, even fatal ones, do not happen at high speeds for
which you need a larger and faster motorcycle. Another aspect of the staged entryis the time
consumingand costly way it takes to get a full A licence. The official way to thatis three times
trainingand/or testing, which not only makes it just expensive and time consuming, but on
many occasions provides a too large threshold for potential riders. In some countries, holesin
the nationallegislation makes it possible to avoid one or more tests or training obligations and
riders make good use of these unintended possibilities. So, what is the gain then?

Together with FIM Europe we have drafted a position paper about the initial rider training
with some recommendations. These are:

o Initialridertraining must teach the skills, knowledge and attitude needed to survive on
the road, not just the skills needed to pass a licence test.

o Initialridertrainingshouldarrive from the EU/FEMA/FIM/ACEM Initial Rider Training
Program and be described in detail in an agreed, national curriculum for category A.

o Thelicence testis a quality assurance of the candidate’s competence, meaningthe
minimum skills, knowledge and attitude needed to safely operate a motorcycle on
publicroads, anditis of great importance thatthelicence testis designed to do exactly
that.

o Risk awarenessand risk management should be part of the licence tests.

o Thelicence test should not expose candidates to peculiar exercises with little relevance
to real-life safe riding, the consequence being that perfectly competent candidates may
fail the test, while questionable candidates, who have “learned the tricks”, may pass.

o Alltraining, testingand demand for test vehicles should be gender neutral.

o Asteppedaccess with one practical and one theoretical test after a cost-effective
training coached by trained instructors might encourage riders to start riding on smaller
and less powerful bikes.

o Instructorsand examinersshouldideally be practisingridersand should have
participated in an officially recognised instructors /examiner’s training programme
derived from the agreed, national curriculum for category A.

Written by Dolf Willigers
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Aussie States Hamper Electric Bike Companies

https://motorbikewriter.com/

A plan by three Australian states plan to introduce a road-user fee on electric vehicles (EVs)
could hamperthe country’s fledgling electric motorcycle industry.

NSW, South Australia, and Victoria have all announced a road user charge for low and zero
emission vehicles (LZEVs), while the Tasmanian Government’s plans to go 100% electric
vehicles for their government fleet by 2030.

This comes as the Melbourne-based says Savic Motorcycles launches their production model C-
Series this Friday (26 November 2020).

Company founder Dennis Savic (pictured above) says “perception plays animportantrole” in
taxingelectric vehicles.

Government currently receives 42¢/L of petrol or $11 billion a year which goes toward funding
road infrastructure and maintenance.

“If everyone moves to electric, the question is how we will pay for new roads and road
maintenance?” asks Dennis.

“Implementinga new tax that replaces the old one like-for-like is one solution.

“And the way it was communicated appears to have a negative impact towards EVs —but the
government is kind of discountingtheir current taxes for EVs. So taxing EVs isn’tincorrect but
isn’t a perfectly accurate statement either.

“I wonderif a scheme was considered (and it probably was) where the publicwould be
incentivised to buy and use electric vehicles, while the government recouped the potential lost
taxesin another way.

“If the government invested in charging infrastructure to make charging more affordable and
convenientto the public, the government could charge people for using them (no pun
intended).
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“I’m sure thisis easier said than done.
“Electric vehicles cost less to run and maintain than ICE vehicles. Period.

“The industry will have to adaptand innovateifit would like to continue alongits growth
trajectory by offering products and services that suit the ever-evolving customer. “

Michelle Nazzari, MD, and founder of Australia’s award-winning Sydney-based Fonzarelli
electric scooter and minibike company, says “any governmentimposingan EV tax when we lag
behind so greatly in EV uptake, their policymakers require a sanity check”.

In September, Australia’s first electric motorcycle company won the Australian Good Design
Awards’ Automotive —Best Exterior category for the fun, electric, dual-sport FonzarelliGrom-
sized NKD minibike.

Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries (FCAl) boss Tony Weber says the road-user fee
would “destroy the path to a greener and cleaner motor vehicle fleet for this and future
generations”.

“Don’t worry about health outcomes, don’t concern yourself about the environment —short-
term revenue collection comes first,” he says.

“Other countries bend over backwards to increase the use of EVs and other low emission
vehicles, because they recognise the benefits.

“Australian state governments want to kill the technology atits infancy. Is this because some
states want to substitute the Commonwealth excise tax with their own tax? Are motorists
beingcaughtin a petty game in which the states want to establish a new revenue base at the
expense of the Commonwealth?

“The FCAI recognises that the decline in excise, the taxation of motorists and their vehicles, is a
long-termissuethat needs to be addressed. We also understand that road user charging may
playa role in Australia’s future tax regime.

“However, such a transition needs to be undertaken in a holisticand nationwide manner,
recognisingthe importance of EVs and other low emission vehicles. Let’s notkill EVs in their
infancy.”

Meanwhile, Tony has applauded Tasmania’s decision as “forward-thinking”.

“Tasmania’s unique position with itsrenewable energy advantage means that the fleet will
utilise domesticenergy sources and create a more affordable second-hand electricvehicle
market that will support the longer-term widespread adoption of low emission vehicles,” Tony
says.

“This proposal shows great leadership by the Tasmanian Government and will hopefully inspire
some less progressive governments around Australia.”
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A Christmas Story — My Son’s First Motorcycle

https://adventureridingwithdad.com/ By Read Omohundro

The First Motorcycle for My Son

Nothing makes a father prouderthan seeing his child experience motorcycle riding for the first
time. Nothing makes a father more nervous, than his wife lookingat him with those eyes
saying, “If our child gets hurt, it’s your hide that will be on the wall!” With my wife’s
unverbalized looks of warningin my head, | looked for a respectable used bike that could be
easily worked on. Forme, the Yamaha PW 80 with its semi-automatictransmission proved a
solid choice. With Christmas lessthan a month away, a motorcycle would be the perfect
present!

The Christmas Bike

| began to search for a used bike. Weeks and weeks of scouringthe internet finally allowed me
to find a great starter bike for my son to beginto learnto ride. AYamahaPW 80 in need of a
few minor cosmetic fixes proved to be a perfect start point. For less than $300, | obtaineda
functional bike to teach my son to ride on. While not perfect, the bike needed only a few
repairs.

Required Repairs

The new to me ride required a few things like new seat upholstery, repairingthe torn rear
fender, and definitelya new shock. The swing arm required attentionimmediately. Pegs were
welded to the swing arm; the kind regularly seen on the rear of a BMX bicycle.

So the first order of business was to remove the welds around the foot pegs on the rear. Short
work with the grinder. Quick sand of the frame, a little primer and metallic paint, you never
knew those foot pegs had been attached. The torn rear fender received a zip-tie stitch job. The
seat took a little more effort. For now, the seat and shock would wait until after Christmas.
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SAFETY FIRST
In order to keep my son from fallingover (and
to make Momma a little happier), | purchased
a trainingwheel set thatinstalled mid-frame
underthe bike. This system beats rear
mounted training wheels all day long. Keeping
_ the trainingwheels in the middle, minimizes
f_;ii-"“'fj’-?“?’rf—.f.ﬁ%“-‘ the tendencyto fall over. A review of the
ok cables, chain, and mechanics showed the bike
safe to operate.
But the bike is secondary to keeping the child
safe. Mandatory safety equipmentforus
includes: a helmet, goggles, and gloves. Thetrick to getting a helmet that fit without giving
away the surprise, led me and my son to the local motorcycle shop to “view” bikes. While
there, he tried on a few helmets. We talked about what he liked and disliked, and | kept
mental notes of which helmet fit the best. A week later, | acquired all the safety equipment
without my son being the wiser.

FIRST RIDE

The day finally came! After weeks of hiding his
new motorcycle, Christmas Day came, and he
got to see his present. The boywent nuts! He
jumped excitedly! And of course, he wanted to
try it outright away. So intothe backyard we
went. A decent sized fenced yard that would
allow enough space to get the hangof

things. Now, there’s a reason that new
motorcycle riders should bein a large open
space when tryingto learn. Alarge open space
thatis free of obstacles, like porches, like
porches with support columns. My son quickly

found out the bike was not designed to go through porch columns. Andthat’s how Dad got to
learn how to rapidly hold up a porch while his brother-in-law reattached the corner porch
column.

Allin all, that day was good. Life was

good. Ridingwasgood. My son listened and
learned with enthusiasm. And mostimportant,
NO INJURIES (otherthan the porch column)! 10
years transpired since that day. Tothisday, we
still use that first motorcycle. And thatfirst
bike allowed his two younger siblings to learn
to ride. If you are lookingfor a Christmas Bike
as a first motorcycle, enjoy the

experience. Stay safe, and ride!
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Regular venues

Wednesday evenings from 8pm in the Adelaide Public House, Teddington.

Saturday mornings Sam’s café, Nelson Road in Whitton. If there’s a big rugby
match on at Twickenham Stadium when we usually reconvene at Power Mill Lane
café so it’s worth getting hold of one of the team to get confirmation.

24/7 We have a Club page so please “follow” both and make sure your views are
heard.

’,\\\\‘..
far’&QOk FIND IT OUT AS IT HAPPENS:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/8085330049/?ref=bookmarks

Contact: This document comes out monthly and is restricted to club members.
The FB pages are more promotional and open to a wider audience so there may
be more detail in this than we would share on line.

Membership Benefits
CBS in Whitton give us a 10% discount.

2020
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ey . ASY)
BMF (British Motorcycle Federation). The v{;':j
affiliate membership is worth Discount Code
mentioning when you next seek an insurance CLB20FMB

renewal or similar.
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Breaktime Answers:

What is it? Which UK Racetrack is this?

CADWELL

The Vincent Black Shadow

Lateral Thinking:
Voices

Several voices were heard coming from the other room. There was a lot of commotion
however when the room was checked there was only one personinside. This person's not
crazy, so what's goingon?

The other voices that were heard were coming from a TV.
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