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Dates for your diary 

3rd January Ice-skating, Hampton Court (Doug will confirm) 

22nd March Pioneer Run to Brighton – meet at Box Hill for a 10:30 

departure 

12th April Ship Inn, Hayling Island – meet at Fleet Services, M3 for a 

10:30 departure 

3rd-5th May (TBC)  Lens, France – Visit the Canadian WW1 memorial and 

museum at Vimy Ridge, plus other WW1 memorial sites.  

Accommodation and Channel Tunnel Train times to 

be decided.  

 

Editor’s piece  
 

Not much on-road action this past month, but being “that time of year” we’ve had a few 

social events – mainly the annual trip up to the NEC for Motorcycle Live, plus the SSMCC 

Christmas party.  So this edition of Contact has fewer words but more pictures!  Our 

Club Captain is busy planning a few trips for the coming months, including one abroad, 

so please put these dates in your diaries and make them a priority!  The AGM is also up 

and coming, so please think about what you would like your Club to do for you, and also 

what you could do for your Club!  I’ve sent out the 

AGM Notice alongside Contact, so please print out 

and make your nominations. 

  

Amoret Whitaker – Editor 
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President’s piece  
 

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER, BE AT THE AGM, IT IS YOUR DUTY. 

 

The Club’s AGM is on Wednesday 18th February 2015 at 8.00pm at the Adelaide 

Pub in Teddington Park Road.  Please make sure you are on time.  All committee 

members are due to write a report on their own duties over the year.  This must 

be with Amoret by the end of January.  If you can do a report in advance it makes 

the AGM go much smoother. 

 

Remember – anyone can stand for any post on the committee, so do not be shy, 

put your name forward for one of the posts.  We have vacancies for Chairperson, 

PRO and Competitions.  But if there is another post you wish to stand for, please 

do so – it is no good sitting on the side lines complaining if you could do a better 

job! 

 

I would like to thank Lisa Davidson for her help with the website and congratulate 

Richard Davidson on becoming a CBT Instructor.  All we need now is some lady 

instructors (Heather and Estelle) – it is about time! 

 

You will be pleased to know this will be the last odd comments from me – no 

more higgledy piggledy thrown together words – perhaps the next person will 

have a more understanding verse or two. 

 

I would like to thank all the committee members over the years that have helped 

me look after the Club and to keep it going to this point, the 77th AGM.  Well 

done!  If we can keep going for another three years it is really time to start 

planning our 80th.  What would you, the members, like 

to do?  You could in the middle of the year plan a trip to 

the south of France then in the latter part of the year 

have a big party.  Just do not take too long to decide as 

organising things takes some time. 

 

Goodbye from the chairperson and best wishes to the 

next. 

 
John Mason – President  
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Motorcycle Live 2014, NEC Birmingham 

 
For the first time in about 4 years, the 
annual club trip to the Motorcycle Show 
DIDN’T fall on Spanner’s birthday!  Friday 
28th December saw 15 of us congregate at 
the NEC.  Some had stopped off for an 
early breakfast at Warwick Services 
(Heather & Mick, Amoret & Spanner, Tony 
& Kim, John).  A further contingent arrived 

a little later in a minivan (Andy, Flossy, Lorna, Angus, Chris Stock and Richard – 
the latter being a non-club member friend of Flossy’s).  Estelle & Matt got their 
under their own steam. 
 
The show was the usual mix of lycra-clad ladies, roaring motorbikes, 
competitions, youths doing a few impressive stunts on bikes, and racks of leather 
and gortex.  You can see a few stunts being performed on the official website 
here http://www.motorcyclelive.co.uk/.  A few famous faces were also spotted.  
Sadly not Guy Martin, so I had to make do with a photo of photos of him! 

 

  

Some Isle of Man TT action 

Stunts! 

http://www.motorcyclelive.co.uk/
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Nick Sanders Charley  Boorman Henry Cole 

Nathan Millward Guy Martin 

BLING! 
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SSMCC Members 
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Changes to CBT on the way 

 

A report commissioned by the 
Government into the effectiveness 
of Compulsory Basic Training has 
recommended a number of changes 
be implemented in order to make 
motorcycling safer for new riders. 

As the law stands, CBT tests can be 
taken from 16 years old and once 
passed, a rider can ride on the road 
unaccompanied with ‘L’ plates for 
two years. 

The study comes after statistics showed there were between 7,000 and 8,000 
road collisions involving motorcyclists or moped riders aged 16-24 each year from 
2009 to 2012.  58% of these incidents involved riders aged between 16 and 19. 

A survey was conducted among a number of both learner motorcyclists and CBT 
trainers, with ten subjects in each category undergoing a further in depth 
interview.  The survey covered things such as perceived experience and 
understanding of riding motorcycles before taking the test, whether one day is 
enough to learn how to ride a motorcycle, on-road experience and reactions to 
alternative ways of running the CBT test process. 

Recommendations from the report’s findings included: 

 Introducing a theory test 
There is currently no theory test element to CBT, unlike when going for a full 
motorcycle or car licence.  One suggestion is that introducing a theory test, or 
simplified element of it, would introduce a better understanding of the Highway 
Code and hazard perception particularly if a rider has no road experience. 
 

 Allow more flexibility for repeat CBT learners 
Once your CBT runs out after 2 years, you must re-take the CBT to be able to 
continue riding should you not wish to take your full motorcycle test.  Some 
trainers suggested repeat CBTs should be better suited to the level of the rider, 
who should not have to repeat certain elements such as clothing and starting a 
bike up after a year on the road.  However, one concern is that a two-tier CBT 
system could hold people off taking their full motorcycle test.  

  



7 
 

 One-day course is fine, but it needs to be easier to extend training if necessary 
Some learners said they felt like they could have done with on-road training 
further to the two hours compulsory to pass CBT however didn’t feel like they 
could as it would increase the cost.  The report suggests it should be made easy 
and not overly costly for those who want extended training to be able to come 
back for another two hours on the road if they so wish.  

 Assess learners’ carefully for bike handling skills and awareness of the highway 
code 
Those who have not reached a satisfactory level of competence should not be 
rushed through the course in one day, says the report.  They should be offered 
further training with perhaps extended on-site training on the first day before 
moving onto the road on day two.  

 Limit validity of automatic CBT certificates 
Currently if a rider passes the CBT on an automatic they can ride a manual 125cc 
motorcycle.  Most trainers agreed that training on an automatic does not prepare 
you for riding a manual and therefore it is suggested that those trained on an 
automatic vehicle be restricted to an automatic vehicle.  

 Encourage progress to full licence by reducing validity of CBT certificates 
One suggestion to discourage repeat CBTs and encourage riders to take their full 
test is to reduce the time a CBT certificate is valid for from two years to just one.  
Four in ten trainers think this would work but almost half think it wouldn’t.  There 
are concerns this would increase the cost of the course and deter some learners 
from taking up motorcycling.  

 Inspections  
Some CBT trainers are worried that competitors are not playing by the rules and 
would support mystery unannounced inspections to increase the quality of 
training across the board. 

 
Article taken in full from: 

http://www.bennetts.co.uk/bikesocial/news-and-

views/news/2012/2014/december/changes-to-cbt-on-the-way/#.VImjQtKsUze 

 
 

 
 

Biker Thought for the Month ... Designed by a genius; 
built by craftsmen; ridden by a twat.  

  

http://www.bennetts.co.uk/bikesocial/news-and-views/news/2012/2014/december/changes-to-cbt-on-the-way/#.VImjQtKsUze
http://www.bennetts.co.uk/bikesocial/news-and-views/news/2012/2014/december/changes-to-cbt-on-the-way/#.VImjQtKsUze
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SSMCC Christmas Party 

 

The SSMCC Christmas Party had an excellent turnout at the Park Hotel in 
Teddington – 29 of us braved a decidedly chilly 0°C to kick off the party season.  
The girls had all made a special effort – lots of floor-length gowns, bling, sparkles 
and killer heals abounded.  The boys were a bit of a mixed bunch – but so many 
were in black tie you could have mistaken it for a James Bond themed party!  

Once we’d partaken of a three course dinner, the DJ kicked off and the dancing 
started.  All the usual suspects were strutting their stuff, but great to see a few 
extra people losing their inhibitions and flailing their limbs around!  A few pics … 
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Caption competition 

 

Winning caption: 
Doug tries on the "My Little Pony" R1 Special 

Edition, for size!! 

Best of the rest: 

 
"Oooh, suits you sir!!" 

Since announcing his engagement, Doug was 
really having to cut back on his toys. 
 
Doug's "Penelope Pitstop" fancy dress costume 
for the SSMCC Christmas Party was taking shape. 
 
Doug's attempt at 0-60 in less than 10 seconds 
on a 50cc scooter was about to hit a brick wall ... 
literally. 
 
The first lesson is to point the motorcycle in the 

right direction out of the garage!! 

 

 
 
January’s picture  

 

Estelle – taken at Motorcycle Live 

2014 at the NEC, Birmingham. 

 

Send your suggested captions to 

me at: a.whitaker@nhm.ac.uk 

mailto:a.whitaker@nhm.ac.uk

